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IS IN SIGHT:
SLAIN MINER

TAPS SOUNDED
FOR SIXTH OF
COLUMBINE MEN
MURDER VICTIMS

Fare-
as Six

Legion

American Legion Post Fires
well Salute to Fallen Miner
Thousand People Stand;
Bugler Sounds Taps.

Six thousand men, women and children
with heads uncovered and stern faces, stood
with heads bowed while a Slavish priest,
a member of a Slavish organization and an
I. W. W. speaker paid tribute to fellow
worker Mike Vidovitch, last of the Colum-
bine Massacre victims to die, was lowered
in his grave.

Six thousand solémn minded workers
sanding in snow to their shoe tops, watch-
d 2 firing squad from the Louisville Ame-
rican Legion Post, fire three volleys over
their fallen comrade. A worker that fell
in the war for his class, not with them in
the war for the boes class in far away
France; they listened while an American
Legion bugler sounded taps at.the grave
and then from the distance came the sound
of another bugler as though the solemn
notes were ' reverberating throughout the

The American “Flag a
bestrewn calket, and croused uver th2 grovz
was the flags of the Loulsville American
Legion post. At ome end stood the uni-
formed legion men, at the opposite the
cowned Slavish priest while. surrounding
them on all sides and far upon the little
cemetery hillside were grouped the strik-
ers from the surrounding districts.

Fellow worker Vidovitch passed away on
Tuesdny, November 29th. He was shot
thru the thigh during the massacre which
occurred at the Columbine mine on Novem-
her 21st, when a group of hired thugs
masquerading as soldiers fired upon the
unarmed pickets that were pescéfully on
their way, singing their songs. He was
removed to the Longmont hospital where
in~ leg was amputated. His condition grew
more serious as the hours Passed and fin-
ally blood transfusions, were deemed neces-
wary. His fellow workers from the Erie
instrict immediately volunteered blood from
their veins and two of them were used in
a final effort to save Mike's life.

This fellow worker, like' a great many
more of the miners that are now on strike
n Colorado, was a veteran of the Worlds
War. He had served in France and had
‘eturned to his home here with honors be-
g bestowed upon him for bravery in ac-
ton. Then came his reenlistment in the
xreat class war, whers he pitted his eco-
nomic strength against the combined forces
of modern capital as expressed by the lack-
cys of Rockefeller and his type. Came the
creat strike which we are engaged in and
“llow worker Vidovitch was not found
wanting. True soldier of his class, that
i was, he marched with his fellow miners
and was brutally laid low by a bullet from
the gun of an hired thug.

He has been laid at rest, his last months
fues have been Paid and he has received
ms withdrawal card. Vidoviteh, like Joe
Hill, the Chicago Haymarket victims, Wes-
ley Everest and his fellow strikers that
were laid low on the fateful moming of
November 21st. has passed on_in earthly
<pirit, but that which he died for, that in-
visible bond that exists among all workers
shall live oni and: in-the' epd, in the long
vears that ave to come, there will be a day
when such messacres will be but a mem-
ory; when the bondage of workers will be
<o strong that no foree on earth shall mar

dier of the class war, we,
the I W. W. wish to thank
that offered their assistance in'the fight
that was made for.this member and for
the many tributes paid to him at his grave:

Committee Colorado Miners.

side,

MINE OPERATORS
WANTED MILITIA,
PLANNED MURDER
T0 OBTAIN THEM

Frame-up Shown by Events Leading
up to Columbine Massacre and the
Presente of Notables; Even Hos-

tile Newspaper Reporter was there

By LELAND OLDS, Federated Press

They have murdered our brothers and
sisters in Colorado. They have sprung one
of their frameups—killing, inciting to vio-
lence, gpraying: siefenseless workers avith
death dealing machine guns. They are run-
ning truesto form as they did‘at Peterloo
in England more than a hundred years
ago, or at Haymarket, Homestead, Cripple
Cregk, Paint Creek and Ludlow in this
country.

Who are these murderers? Not the mer-
cenaries of the big corporations whi an-
ned the guns, not the officers who gave the
order to fire on unarmed workers, not the
governor who proclaims martial law, but
the lords of the capitalist class who move
workers and soldiers alike as pawns in the
game of private profit. Direct your anger
against  these Rockefellers and’ Morgans

IEand Fast Miners; Solidarity Wins!

WHY COLORADO

GEE' HE
DONT LOOK SO
. BIG THRU THIS
GLASS !

Note how craftily the Columbine mas-
sscre was a6l td win public opinfon fof
the murderers. More than a month the I.
W. W. strike had been on, a challenge to
Colorado feudalism masquerading as Roc-
kefeller democracy. Instead of weakening
after the first enthusiasm, it grew, tying
up the state practically 100 per cent north
and south. Laws, injunctions, governor's
proclamations, none of these mined coal.

The corporations wanted tanks, air
planes, infantry and cavalry but there was
no excuse. Under rigid discipline the strik-
ers were peaceable, peaccable when pick-
ets were arrested by the score.

Then the publicity spotlight was turned
on the Colurrbine mine of the Rocky Moun-
tain Fuel Co. The public was told about
the planting of machine guns, about the
threat to shoot pickets who trespassed on
the property and it was openly hinted that.
trouble was expected. So the stage was
set. Next the striking miners must be in-
cited to trespass or threaten or anything
to afford an excuse for the command to
fire.

Insiders were tipped off when it would
happen.  Although it occurred at dawn
notables occupied box seats to serve as
witnesses. Annear, head of the state in-
dustrial commission; Lacy, budget commis-
sioner, and Newlon, adjutant general of
the state troops, were there to serve as the
governor's Sacco-Vanzetti commission  to
okey the slaughter.

The answer of workers throughout the
entire country is certain. It will be the
backing necessary to ensble the striking
miners to hold out and win the strike and
a determination to make the labor move-

that the mhster class will not dare to stage
a repetition of this outrage.

Not only were the “notables” mentioned
but a reporter for the Denver Post
arrived just as the first firing commenced.
He had just stepped out of his automabile
and narrowly missed death when the first
volley of machine gun bullets shattered his
windshield. Next day the Post carried his
picture showing that he had not even had
time to close the door of the sedan in which
he had been driving. Why was he there
on this particular morning if he had not
been notified by state gunmen or some one
responsible for them that the massacre
was

present,

everal weeks;

Tmeeting every morning for s
ing ey why did he

why was he not there before;
choose this especial time?

ment such & powerful force in the nation e

MINERS STRUCK
FOR RELIEF OF
BAD CONDITIONS

Review of Starvation Wage and
Agonizing Conditions, and Resume
of Strike Events Grippingly Told
by Colorado Mine Worker.

To satisfy the curiosity of all those who
are not fully acquainted with the reasons
which led to the coal strike of the Colorado
miners, & resume of the conditions in the
coal mines and in the homes of the coal
miners previous to the strike is given in
the following paragraphs as well as a sum-
mary of the evonts which have taken place
since the strike was called. L

The coal miners of Colorado were work-
ing at a scale of wages under which the
day men earned from $5.50 to $6.20 a day
and the contract loaders, who are paid
by the ton, from 60 cents to 66 cents a ton
which enabled them to earn about the same
wages as the day laborers in case condi-
tions for their work happened to be per-
fect, which, however, was seldom the case
and the truth is that the average wage of
the loaders when they worked was about
$3.60: or 1285 per-day; and fs the aver-
age number of days work per year for the
coal miners of Colgrado was never more
than 100 the average yearly salary of the
conl loader was the stupendous sum of

$350.00, while the day man earned an
average of $620.00 making a general aver-
age of $485.00, quite a princely sum
must admit.

we

il

T have seen great strikes; great manifestations of solidarity;
spirit near the acme, but I have never wit dad ration

To gain this pitiful stipend the miner
had to go thousands of feet underground
and work where his life was in constant
d

comparable with this Colorado coal miner’s strike. It is marvel-
ous, tense, dramatic, yes even romantic—incomparable! And I
say without hesitation the strike will be won!

Denver, Colorado. ED. DELANEY.

PORTLAND I W. W. |SCABS PRODUCE
READY FOR GREAT | LITTLE COAL BUT
WINTER CAMPAIGN MANY ACGIDENTS

PORTLAND, Oregon—The Industrial, LAFAYETTE, Colo.—Several times it
Workers of the World headquarters at was to happen. And, it was sure to hap-
227% Yamhill street, Portland, Oregon, pen on last Monday morning. Then, on
has recently been repainted, remodeled and Thitsday (today) morning it was to be
calcimined. The ladies of the Portland all over but the shouting, but—. It didn't.
branches have gone to great trouble to It will occur again, but the result will be
artistically decorate the interior. the ‘same until—when?

The large lecture hall where propaganda| We are referring above to the frantic
meetings are held every Sunday night has efforts of the Colorado coal oporators to
@ seating capacity of 500 persons. There'put over a bluff of operating the coal

sion room, a kitchen and dining room, a increased production, increased working
ladies parlor and cloak and check room, forces, etc. Only they evidently don’t keep
and the entire premises are steamheated. |track of their own figures. They not only
Tho I. W. W. has a one year lease at, i but make
4 nominal rent of $50.00 & month, making -Tidiculous to any one having even a slight
thia one of the best and cheapest branch |knowledge of the coal industry of this
headquarters on the Pacific Coast. Thestate.
I. W. W. branches have started the fall and| Total production of coal in the state of
winter educational andsorganization work. Colorado is now less than 10 porcent of
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Satur- | that in normal times and the boss is spend-
day evenings at 6:30 p. m., ing more money, and crying out more than
meetings are held on,thé street corner at ever. Boys, he is thinking hard; he is about
Fourth and Burnside streets, during favor-| satisfied that the coal miner of Colorado
able weather. is determined to secure a decent standard
Thursday, December 8 at 8 p. m., a mass| oL living for himself, his wife and his
meeting will be held in the L W.: W. hall|children.
to protest against the murder of striking| Seven scabs appeared for work at the
miners in Colorado by Rockefellers gun-| Sterling mine in Weld county this momning.
mmen. The International Labor Defense will | The engineer lowered the animals down the
cooperate with the L W, W..a this meet- | shaft and walked off the job. We are still
ing. Speakers from the American Federa-|uncortain as to how these seven are
tion of Labor as well as L W. W. and 1. come up.
L. D. speskers will be invited to raise their| At the Puritan mine in the same county
Joices in pretest against the relgn of tertan. of the detestable variety crawled in
Yor In the Colorado coal fields. The work-, on their lmees. One office clerk, and with
wd-uetmﬂam«mmnmmmv;mnﬂ“:!?eb:‘ml?h
kings gurate government by Preperty.- How is that for solidarity
ne o, mogy et By ever Poat reports the Monarch mine
isioperating. Not a wheel has turned as
yot; not » pound of coal produced. Just
sasmple of the usal lies regularly peddled
sald untruthful The same lying.
(@

gunmen. g
Admission to-the mass meeting .will be
free.

are several additional rooms, including the mines of this state. Their faithful allies,
ecretary’s office, a smoking and discus- the kept press, fairly teem with news of

one of a thousand things that
are almost daily cvents in the coal mines
could occur to maim the coal miner or crush
the life ot of him. A missed shot, a fall
of rock, or an explosion of gus might kill
him instantly, while a cave-in might trap
the miners and they would have to under
g0 the agony of slow starvation and thirst.
With full knowledge that any one of these
things might happen very easily the coal
miner goes down out of sight of the sun
each morning, not knowing whether he will
ever come out again, to slave at inhuman
labor, in poor air full of choking dust
which powders his whole body until, when
he comes up out of the pit at night, the
negro coal miner cannot be distinguished
froh the albino. The coal miner wields his
pick and shovel frenziedly for eight long
hours and then, tired and dirty, and by
tired and dirty 1 mean so tired he can
hardly walk and so dirty that he looks a8
though he was made up for a negro minst-
rel, with the inspiring thought in his mind
that he has earned for his wife and child-
ren the magnificent sum of $3.50.

The coal miner's labor has been called
unskilled labor and many people contend
that for that reason the miner should not
be paid high wage. But the writer, who
has been a coal miner all his life, clai

that coal mining i s skilled labor and chal-
lenges any one who is not familiar with

skilled labor to prove that fact by work-
ing alongside the writer in a coal mine for
one week and ascertain which of the two
will produce the most coal. The coal min-
er must understand how to lay track or
when the motors or machines for under-
mining the coal enter his place they will
o off the track and he will not be able
to earn any money until a couple of hours
are consumed putting these machines back
on the track. He must know how to drill
the holes into the coal and how much pow-
der to put into these holes to get the best
results in breaking down the coal. He
must know how to set timbers so that the

to|rock and coal above him will not cave and

kill him or his partner. Any man of no
previous experience who goes down in &
mine and attempts to do these things with-
out someone to watch and help and in-
struct him until he has served an appren-
ticeship and is able to do these things cor-
reetly is risking his life, and men who have
done this in the past have usually been
hurt or killed before they “learned the
ropes.” T this does not prove eoal min-
ing to be skilled labor T would like to meet
Thomas who refuses to see
reasoning.

MOST WONDERFUL
STRIKE OF AGES
MAY END IN TEN

DAYS IN VICTORY

Even Scabs ani Gunmen Catch Un-

elled Enthusiasm and Join

Walk-out; Jail Used in Frantic
Effort to Recruit Scabs.

CANYON CITY, Colo., Dec. 5, (By wire)
Western slope, eight mines; seven of them
out solid. At latest reports the southern
zone is still out 100 percent. Mid-section,
Colorado Springs, Canyon City, out solid.
Miners out solid despite lies of daily press
stating strike is over. Train crews being
laid off. D. & R. G. laying off thirty men
tomorrow. United Miners joining the I W.
W. strong. Jones theatre which seats one
thousand filled tonight and overflow on
outside here. Big meeting tomorrow night
at C. F. & I stronghold at Coal Creek

near here. —H. C. DUKE.
.

..

CRESTED BUTTE, - Colo.—With 100
percent we put the shoulders to the wheel
in the Crested Butte strike district and we
will stand pat until we get what we are
out for, which is living conditions.

The-strike clouds were hanging thick ov-
er this town but no sound about the strike
until Fellow Worker Parko and his part-
ner came from Canyon City as a surpri
and a public meeting was called to get
things started. But “the law" took him
away on the orders of the Colorado Fuel
& Iron Company.

But the rolling stone would not be stop-
ped! The strike was called in the third
meeting; also, we got Parko outpf jail. He
came up once more with a partner to call
a meeting but “the law” got him before it
was started; so his partner took his place.
Parko is charged with advocating a strike,
but he did not do any such thing; it was
not necessary among our men

We get plenty of strike reports from the
north and south, and we are well pleased.
“Solidarity forever! We keep up our spir-
it with fine meetings, two a week without
a call, music and singing included. 1. W,
W's wrote out cards for 150 to 200 new
members and more to coms. Three job
delegates are handling our correspondence.
Dances will be given for the benefit of the
strikers.
‘We have no outside good speaker, but we
try to make it good. It's hard to get a good
speaker in this cut-off place. but that
won’t hinder us to fold our arms and show
our strength in behalf of the Colorado
strikers for our purt. This is the most im-
portant strike in the history of Colorado,
s0 we have to win.

“Hold the fort for we are coming,
Union men be strong:
Side by side we battle onward,
Victory will come.”
Strike Committer.

DENVER, Colo. (By Wire) —Box 03,

< | Lafayette, Colorudo, is the address of the

State Relief Office. Lafayette office sup-
plies relief to all districts
—Tom Connorx.

WALSENBURG, Colo.—the strike is go-
ing stronger in the miners’ favor. Even
the politicians are taking note of this and
offering any assistance that they can give.
When the politician comes to the front you
can pretty near figure the rest out. The
Mayor of Aguilar visited the hall. We
are keeping an eye on the politicians to see
how far they will go

We opened the hall in Aguilar that had
been closed by state police, and also open-
ed a new community kitchen. Al we need
is funds to keep the relief up and the vic-
tory is ours.

The few scabs that have been recruited
are walking off the jobs and are sending
notice up to the hall in Walsenburg that
they would like to join the organization.
Even the guards are- dropping their guns
and joning the ranks of the strikers.
J.'J. Maiden of the state “law enforce-
ment squad” and the turnkey of the Huer-
fano county jail are using the county jail
to recruit seabs. They are picking up
floaters and offering to turn them loose if
they will go to work in the mines. The fel-
Jow worker who reported this was turned

to go te work. He was
on page 2)

Joase on his promise
; (Continued
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ONE UNION—ONE LABEL—ONE ENEMY '
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3 the strikers :the north gate they are accused of on property, w
URN—ORGANIZ as a matter of f; s blic Toad leading to the school, the church, the store and postoffice, the’ pool hall,
. DON'T M(_)___ E! gusllmn;dk _.“ : buildis g: ze road was bought and paid for out of the miners’ own wages. What
The last words of Joe Hill may be taken to heart at the present time. |right' the mine to gate acrosg it? At the time of the massacre there were two machine gun
These words may sound a trifle cold or heartless at this time of great | Rests fires.

bereavement in Colorado, but at this period of the present great strike
no phrase is more appropriate nor opportune. .

Joe Hill spoke his famous phrase an instant prior to his passing into
the great beyond. On Monday, November 21, six of our noblest compan-
ions met death as did Joe Hill—for their loyalty to the working class__.

ad our fellow workers who died for us at Columbine been asked
the question involved, they would surely have given a similar answer. ' No
greater monument may i their memory than a UNION great
enough and strong enough to protect the interests of the loved ones our
fellow workers left behind.

Fellow workers, a sacred trust has been left us. Are we able to
accept the burden? The example of solidarity the Colorado coal miners
have set before the world during this strike proves conclusively that we
may not only accept such trust without misgivings, but that we will cer-
tainly fulfill it.

Don’t mourn, fellow workers,—ORGANIZE!

A PLEA FOR JUSTICE
P Shididintin

From “Humanity,” Published at Arvada, Colo.

Again men, armed to kill, are hunting other men—their brothers—
lying in wait for them as wild beasts might trail each other seeking their
life’s blood. Again suffering, loss, brutalization of men, di dation of
women, cruelty unspeakable to children . . .

It is an old story in Colorado—this glorification of Property Rights
and this trampling under foot of Human Rights. Ah yes, many is the
mountain trail that has been marked by the blood of the workers who

dared to challenge the supremacy of thevgreat god GREED! Many are|c!

the graves of those who, asking for BREAD have been given BULLETS.
Have we forgotten the blooksoaked hills-of Cripple Creek or the agonizing
cries of women and children burned to death in the massacre at Ludlow?

Now what are the facts concerning the Colorado coal strike? The
first outstanding fact is that neither the state government nor the mine
owners have made a single honest gesture toward finding out the JUS-
TICE -of the miners’ demands. They have REFUSED to investigate the
miners’ grievances; they have spurned every offer of the miners to meet
in conference and digcuss terms of Settlement, and their attitude toward

nt daily press—ALL with o
“Your ‘strike is illegn]%'you'}r’;

‘We suppose a nice “legal” strike would have been so much more ac-
ceptable to the coal barons! Did you ever hear of a big chrporation say-
ing to its workers: “We don’t mind your striking provided it is ‘legal’?”
Was it ever “legal” in the eyes of a corporation for its workers to inter-
fere with its PROFITS? .
. So this harping upon the “legality” of the strike is bunk and moon-
shine and sham. It is subterfuge and dishonesty—and nobody knows it
better than Governor Adams and his coal baron friends. The only issue
involved in the strike is: Are the grievances of the miners TRUE and
are their demands JUST?

The striking miners declare that their yearly wage is but $2.17 per
day and their average working time but 110 days a year. They charge
that the companies buy powder at wholesale for $1.65 a keg m}d charge

the miners $3.25 a keg for it. They charge that the law

s
at the miners: *
American.”

on_the tipple and another at the water tank, so that the miners were trapped between two

tate police hadkilled ‘the ‘miners,
death not being felonious”  The fury did
not blame strikers for the riot as charged
in the capitalist préss.. '

Meantime - e1

MINE LORDS FAIL T0

GREELEY, Colo., Nov. 23 —~Today was
the day for the formal inquest over the
bodies of the two first victims of Monday
morning’s massacre at the Columbine.
Yesterday the coroner’s jury viewed the
bodies and the scene of the tragedy. This
forenoon the inquisitors sat in the marble
trimmed court room of Weld county's
beautiful court house. Dr. Weaver, ‘the
coroner, occupied the judge’s seat., Six

itizens, carefully selected with a view to
what was wanted, sat in the jury box. The
court room was packed with lawyers, re-
porters, and a crowd of miners. Counsel
appeared on behalf of the families of the
deceased, but the coroner announced that
they might only ask such questions as were

ist attempted to suggest that the families
of the desd men had some rights. Dis-

mmailed ‘every-time|

ses was conducted by the Deputy District
Attorney. It was apparent that the wit-
nesses on behalf of .the state police ‘had
been carefully coached, and that Mr. Van
Horn knew just what spots in their stories
should be glazed over.

The witnesses on behalf of the state of-
ficers consisted of members of the force,
deputy sheriffs of Weld county, officials
of the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company,
mine guards, and officials of the State In-
dustrial Commmissioh and National Guad:

handling of powder is violated in nearly every mine and that the miners’
lives are constantly endangered thereby. They charge that they are
cheated out of much tonnage because the companies refuse to allow them
checkweighmen at the tipples—and they make other equally serious
charges. They demand that these grievances be remedied—that they be
given increased pay and decent, safe and sanitary working conditions.

Are their grievances true? Are their demands just? These are the
real and vital questions involved. -

Why do not the mine owners and Governor Adams speak up on
these, the REAL questions at issue? Why do they dodge and hide and
attempt to befog the public mind with the cry that the strike is “illegal”
and the miners “out-laws and un-Americans ?”

Our ple;x is for JUS’I‘ICE._ Bayonets and bullets will not settle the
coal strike in Colorado. Machine guns will not fill the empty coal bins
of the people. Blind, brutal force will not cure social injustice.

The miner has a grievance. His life is filled with drudgery and dan-
ger. Shut away from the sun, breathing the fumes of disease and death,
it toln e oo o ol o S e S o

forts an Iness of ci e. is rewards are meager,
his existence barren and d i

lesola
Under the blue skies of Colorado today are standing thousands of
pravyx;y men, weary women, hungry children, reaching out their hands
ll:le pl‘itflé‘:i! x}%)e.sl,thashng lol: mo-lr)e 2)aing thathnn l]mlle of the burden
m their bending backs—askis or a little i
the fruits of their own toil.g ¢ WS Shary
Shall their appeal be answered with blows and bullets? Shall these
working their wives and children, be beaten and handcuffed into
submission” by the armed forces of the coal Corporations and the State,
without even a hearing having been given their cause? Shall the only
answer to the coal digger's appeal be the command of the coal baron,
‘Go back to your slave-pen, you dam
bloody fragments.”

If that be the answer, then may God
rado! For as certainly as the eternal laws of the universe hold sway so
is it that the Day of Reckoning will come—and when the black
5 lslgu% ﬁg Retribution arrives WE SHALL gEAP " WHAT VE

: s SURE. THEY OPPOSE FIVE-DAY WEEK!
. More than two-thirds of the replies received by the American Mins
ing Congress office in Washington, to its questionnaire on the advisability
: of a ﬁve-da.y week in industry, were hostile, says the organization in al

A selected group of 500

foreigner, or we'll blow you into ot
pity the commonwealth of Colo- who

persons was questioned. -They included’ 50{pe:
tax o 3 5

Under the careful guidance of Mr. Vim
Horn, these minions of law and order told
how the strikers had paraded the property
of the Columbine mine on previous morn-
ings without the slightest menace to per-
son or property. On Monday morning, &
little after six oclock, the strikers left
their automobiles before entering the nar-
rower road leads the Co-
lumbine property. They found the second
gate locked and-the state officers deployed
along the fence. Louis N. Scherf, in com-
mand of the officers testified that he ord-
ered the crowd not to enter the gate, but
that the crowd drove his men back sorne!
hundred yards. He and his men swore
tank near the buildings of the mine, they
made a stand and fired into the advancing|
concourse of miners. Mine guards testi-
fied that they tried to assemble a machine|
gun to fire on the miners but were unable:
to do so. However, it was brought out
that there was a machine gun mounted on

forcement Buresu; held J
force no law but the state Prohibition
The.

PICKED JURY THAT STRIKERS WERE
AGGRESSORS IN COLUMBINE SLAUGHTER

For Sheer, Calculated Brutality the Murder of Five Heroic
Members of the Working Class at Dawn by the Columbine
Mine Guards Stands Unparalelled in the History of Brutali-
ties Practiced Against Labor.

.| wounded fellow workers.

that when they had retreated to the wate¥| person

CONVINGE HAND

ies. They told how they had been met at
the gate with a volley of vile and profane
language from the state officers; how they
had been told that if they came through
the gate they would be carried out dead;
how gas bombs and tear bombs had been
hurled at them, and how Adam Bell and
other miners had’ been clubbed as they ap-
proached the gate.: They hurled the bombs
back, .and, when human nature could mo
longer endure the volley of insults and
missiles, surged forward. The officers re-
treated to the water tank, and then from
the squad in front, from guards stationed
all about the mine property, and from a
machine gun a murderous fire was poured
upon the miners. They described the
machine gun fire as sweeping the ground
like a hail storm. Men who had fought
overseas testified that they were familiar
with the sound of ‘maching ‘gun fire and
that they eould not be'mistaken. Men anid
womeRl told how the giiards had assaulted
and ‘corsed ‘them. when” they. ‘attempted

carry off ' the bodies of their dead and

After perhaps a quarter of an hour's
deliberation, the coroner’s jury handed
their verdict to the coroner.

The verdict solemnly found that the
deceased had met their deaths at the hands
of persons to the jury unknown while en-
gaged in an unlawful invasion of the Co-
Tumbine Mine property, after being warned
off and warned of the danger attending
their further progress, and there was no
felonious killing.

From this verdict it was apparent that
the jury did not believe the story of the
guards that they were first assaulted. To
these good men and true, approach to min-
ing property without any intention of do-
ing more than asking the employees of that
mine to assist in ing working condi-
tiops justified murder. The statute law
of the State of Colorado provides that
homicide under such i is mur-
der. In part it reads:

Section 1761.
Courtright’s Annotated Statutes, Colo.,
Justifiable homicide, Necessary self de-
denge,

Justifiable homicide is the killing of
Wuman being in necessary self defense or

against
tends or endeavors by violence or surprise
to commit ‘a known felony such as murder,
and the like upon|

robbery,
either person or property or against any

and endeavor in a violept riotons or tum-

‘ultuous manner to enter the habitation of

to)

MOST WONDERFUL STRIKE
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(Continued from Page 1)

given a mote to the superintendent of the
Alamo mine signed by J. J. Maiden.

The operators are standing om ‘a frail
stick which won’t hold them up much long-
er. Victory is in gight, and before another
ten days I expect to see the miners win
their demands and go back’ on the job as
an organized body with a union that will
get the goods for them.

Berwind Canyon was at one time the
strongest scab district, up to a few days
ago; it is now out solid.  This was the
straw that broke the camel’s back. The
few seabs at the Valdez mine in the Trini-
dad district are out also. Operators are
trying every way to get a few scabs to at
least get out a car of coal so that they
can say they are back to normalcy. The
little coal that the trains are pulling thru
here is coming up from New Mexico, and
very little of that.

Miners are holding large meetings ev-
ery night in Walsenburg, Aguilar, and Tri-
nidad; all well attended.

— Press Committee.

DENVER, Colo—A check for $650 from
Wyoming members -of the United Mine
Workers to aid in the strike, has been re-
ceived. The check was sent from Gebo,
Wyoming, with a letter signed by Alex
Halone and M. J. Nelson, The letter said
that the check was just » beginning. |,

512% Second Ave.
Thursday, Dec. 8, 8,p. m., open forum;
0. T. Brackett speaker; subject, “Does In-
dustrial Efficiency Help the Worker?”
Saturday, Dec. 10, 8 p. m., usual weckly
entertainment.
Sundsy, Dec. 11, propaganda meeting;
Arthhir Boose speaker; subject, “The Gen-
eva Peace Conference.”

I W. W. PREAMBLE

The working class and the employing class
have nothing in common.  There can be no

ganize as a class, take possession of the
earth and the machinery of production, and
abolish the wage system.

‘We find that the. centering of the man-
[wgement of industries into fewer mnd fewer

g @
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aw materjals, wholesalers, editors, national associations,
: mﬁhu}:ﬂ executives, and men Td women in
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‘maintained and d,” by -the fi
nid unit production:
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‘must revolution-
ary watchword, “Abolition of the wage sys-
tem® - . 2
1t 15 the historie mission of ‘the. working
class to do sway with. c
of A

night before the killing. Both facts sup-
port the charge of a frameup freely mnde
by strikers. &S z
The inquest was featured by a ‘strong
indictment of methods used, made by Guy
Duncan, Civil Liberties union attorney,
representing families of the slain. The
district attorney offered: to throw: Duncan
out of the room but he stood his: ground
for a square deal. Even in theif own stor-
ies the rangers only claimed 4 bullets were
fired over the heads of strikers and aban-
doned the story of finding nitro glycerine
on strikers. Pickets were searched every
day, including Monday, before going to the
ine and could not have had guna.
Newspapers have been asking sympathy
for militiamen because “college boys face
strikers.” Wednesday night college boys
and girls stepped out in front of the strik-
ers to face militiamen for t.hl'n.'han a
dozen attended 8 meeting at Lafayette and
pledged their support even to going to jail
for the miners. A caravan of;college stu-
dents will start Friday morning for south-
ern fields where rangers have been con-
centrated since the massacre and threats
have been made against the miners. They
carry banners “Not All College Men Are
Scabs” and “Stick Miners, Students Are
With You.” The first move for a settle-
ment was made late Wednesday when the
strikers committee presented to
Governor Adams- asking that ' he * bring
about a conference between operators and
miners, There is tremendous sentiment in
the state to force operators into a confer-
ence despite their refusals in the past.

against 3
W. W. strike leaders and it is reported that
5 will be admitted to ball immediateiy.~ The
leaders were arrested more than 3 weeks
ago in an effort to break the strike.  They
had been held incommunicado and without
charges and without bail until legal action
forced the hands of the rangers. There
are still some 60 in jail at Walsenburg and
strikers furnished them a ksgiving
dinner there.

SCABS PRODUCE LITTLE COAL

(Continued from Page 1)

digging and digging since Monday morn-
ing, and that up to quitting time Wednes-
day night five car loads of coal had been
dumped. The exact figures were forty-eight
men working on Monday and fifty-one on
Wednesday, and half of them mere boys
without any semblance of skill, fooling a-
round in said gaseous hole. Twenty dollars.
per ton is a low estimate as to cost of
production in this instance—and the mast:
ers don't like that. :

Almost every actual miner is on strike
still and what coal is being produced is
costly. The few men working at the Ber-
wind mine- quit because the boss deducted
ten dollars from each pay check in order’
to pay gun-guard.

Two miners lost their lives at the Alamo™
mine, owing to inexperience. Three lives
were lost at the Ravenwood mine due to
the same thing. One killed and another had
leg broken at the Robinson mine. And
look! Two mules killed by accident at the
Tumer mine and the boss had to replace
them! That meant an investment of addi-
tional capital—and the boss don’t Jike that.

Striking coal miners living in the Colun:
bine mine camp are being denfed. permis-
sion to buy food from the company. store.
This is merely a vicious attempt to starve
tho miners into submission and to force
e to seab on their fellow workers. The®
matter. is being taken up with the highest
military authority in,the state, byt the-re-
z\:’lg from such an appeal are problemati-
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Chicago Meetings' «
L W. W. Hall, 1118 West Hadison Street
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|BISHOP DEFENDS STRIKERS BEFORE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS; COUNCIL OF
FOREIGN BORN PROTESTS MASSACRE

Former District Attorney Says “I. W. W. Must be Treated

‘Wife and Six Children Left by Victim

O

Further Evyidence " that’

Massacre - was Frame-
der Workers “Within u;‘: l‘:w“:“; Rough;” Also Says Uniforms Command Respect of Foreign
an Bxenu for Troops. Born; American Legion Post Pledges Aid to Miners Who

are Still Out Solid Despite Slaughter.

Walsenbarg, Colo.—Excerpts 1,
Denver, Eveaing News:  © " °
“Five of ‘the State' Constabulary who

Van Cise's attack accompanied a reconr
mendation for re-establishment of a regu-

Bishop J. Henry Tihen of Denver, ad-
dressing the fourth degree assembly of the

were stationed ‘at Walses ; <
“Sisie Flata G ma‘:‘::g gL Knights of Columbus at the Denver Dry |lar state police force in Colorado. “The
at dismissal of Howell” protest Goods Company assembly room last Tues- |biggest handicap of the state police ap-

day noon, in referring to the strike situa-
tion said that he did not want to stand
in judgement in the strike but he.did want
to make clear where he stood on general
principles.

Every man, he said, is entitled to join
a union if he wishes. He also has the right
to join the kind of a union he selects for
the protection of his interests. A man also
has the right to get enough money to sup-
port himself and his family in decent com-
fort. The mere fact that a man is a hu-
man being gives the natural right to life
and the propagation of ‘his kind. If it is
necessary to use force for the protection
of these rights, he has a right to use force;

pointed by Governor Adams,” he said, “is
that, they have no uniforms. In the eyes
of foreign born people, a uaiformed officer
commands more respect.”

Words well worthy a lackey of the Roc-
kefeller interests.

Referring to the killing of six strikers
at the Columbine mine by Colorado mine
guards and state police as “the climax of
the consistent campaign of persecution and
discrimination conducted by the govern-
ment in behalf of the industrialists of this
land against the foreign born workers
Nina Samorodin, secretary of the Natio-
nal Council for the Protection of Foreign
Born Workers, sent a telegram to Gover-

in the Kline Hotel in Walsenburg, the fin-
est hostelry in town. The management of
that hotel are beginning to cry for pay-
ment of & lot of back bills which are owed
thém by this force of men and so the Major
has had to cut down expenses. The men
who brought these police into the field hate
to admit that they. cannot procure funds
to keep ‘them ‘there, but that is the real

truth of the matter. The operators would
like to. see the militia come into the field
s they work for twelve dollars per week
where the state police get five per day.
But the strikers have sense encugh to keep
away from’all acts of violence and conse-
quently they are finding it rather hard to
bring them in as the Governor has stated
that he will not order them unless there
is & real reason for it.

Excerpts from the Colorado Labor Advo-
cate of November 24, 1927:

““Official investigation of the shooting at
the Columbine ‘Mipe began Tuesday when
Ab Romans of Loveland, district attorney
for the eighth-judicial district viewed the
bodies of the dead miners.

“H. Van Horn, Greeley, deputy district
attorney, and Coroner J. A. eaver of
Weld county accompanied Romans. Both

sides were to have conipleted the investiga- |

tion Wednesday. The burden for fixing the.
blame will rest entirely with the Weld
county coroner’s jury which went-over the
ground where the shooting occurred and
examined the bodies of the slain men. Four
striké Jeaders who were arrested Monday
following the shooting are being held in
Greeley where tirey-await the outcome of
the inquest. The action which will be tak-
en these men will depend upon
the decision: of ‘the- coroner’s jury.

“Captajn’ Charles M. White, the deputy
district sttorney of Denver, will present
the side of ‘the state police. The inquest
will involve answers {0 ‘the following bit-
terly contested :

“Who is to blame for the clash, and,
(heterats, the daathgY™ >~ 7t

“Did” Adam’ Bell, ‘arrested Teader, ‘urge

mine. The victim was J

1l,
One child is not shown in the picture.

lohn Eastenes,

J T Y% N
Six _children, a mother and wife grieve in Erie, Colorado, for a victim of the massacre at the Columbine
whose bereavdi family, except ome child, is shown above. Left to right
they are, Russell, Thomas, Bertha the wife, holding Baby Ethel, Dorothy, Joe, the mother Mrs. Bertha Eastenes.

‘WEDNESDAY, Nov. 28rd, we laid to
rest fellow worker John Eastenes:'Jaid him
to rest in the same ground that he
toiled in. )

At the union hall the Rev. Boner ‘read
the’ service and the miners quartette sang.
“Some day they will understand”, a most
appropriate song for the occasion. “Yes

some day:the-. ~will understand
that the. gurdeg of our fellow workers has
not served their purpose, that of breaking

| GREAT GROWDS OF COAL MINERS
ATTEND FUNERALS OF WOBBLIES
MURDERED BY COLUMBINE THUGS

A. K. ORR, Lafayette, Colorado.

the mining district of Lafayette, Coloradu,

was held. Six thousand striking miners,
their wives and families, assembled in La-
fayette to pay their respects to their dead

fellow " workers, Jerry Davis

and George

Kovich! At the service-in the union hall

which was conducted by Rev.

priest of the Greek Orthodox:
How worker. the “Workers- Panvi

eral Hymn.”

“The Greek priest ih his remiarks sai

Boner and 3
Church, fel

PORTIAND L W W.

(Continued from Page 1)

same hall, 227% Yamhill street. A real
entertainment lasting two hours with first
class music will be put on. Refreshments
and coffee will be served by the Portland
Rebel Girls. Tickets for the entertainment
are on sale for 25 cents.
—C. R. Griffin.

The dance hall contiguous to the L W.
W. headquarters in Portland -is
by a different party that has no connection
with the I. W. W. We merely rent the hall
when we have a speaking date, and we
have use of it for this purpose every Sun-
day and Thursday night and other nights

ings and ' visit the headquarters at any

hence strikes when necessary are justifi-
able.
When he came to Colorado ten years ago,

other states felt about the Industrial rec-
ord of this state. They felt that Colorado
needed to be thoroughly ashamed of the
way the coal strike of 1914 was handled.

The Bishop expressed the regret that
was 5o often necessary to call in the mili-
tary to handle Colorado economic disputes.

He said that when he was on the train
a few days ago he heard a man remark
that the striking miners ought all to be
deported because they were foreigners. The
Bishop said if we deported the foreigners
the mines would have to close. Only for-
eigners are willing to do such difficult
work. If native Americans worked in the
mines, he said there would be twenty times
as many strikes as there are today.

“I would be untrue to my position if
did not do all T could to protect the poor.
The rich are usually able to defend them-
selves. But we stand for complete justice,
to both poor and rich.”

The capitalist press has carefully avoid-
ed mention of the Bishop’s remarks but
has given front page space to the remarks
of an ex-District attorney who advises the
good 100 percent citizens to treat the I W.
‘W. rough.

This was “Col.” Philip S. Van Cise, for-
met district attorney, who urged “Treat
the I. W. W. rough,” in an address before |
the members forum of the Denver Cham-
ber of Commerce at a noon luncheon yes-
terday. g o

“The 1. W. W. situation is serious,” he
said, “wherever, and whenever you have it.

said the Bishop, he came -knowing how|:

nor Adams of Colorado. The text of the
telegram follows:

“The National Council Protection For-
cign Born Workers representing fifty-
three regional councils in industrial sec-
tions of the country having a preponder-
ence of foreign-born workers protests the
killing of striking miners at the Columbine
mine. This massacre is the climax of the
consistent campaign of persecution and
discrimination conducted by the govern-
ment in behalf of the industrialists of this
land against the foreign born workers who
comprise the bulk of the American work-
ing class with a view to lowering their
living conditions in order automatically to
lower the standards of the native born
workers. We urge upon you to recall im-
mediately the state constabulary from the
strike area and to permit logical picketing
by the strikers.”

That all American Legion Posts are not
alike was evidenced on Saturday evening,
November 26, when Mr. F. A. Molk, re-
presenting  the Walter Rhodes American
Legion Post No. 111, of Louisville, appear-
ed at the strike meeting and gave an ad-
dress on the attitude of his post towards
the strike, stating that it was 100 percent
for the miners. He concluded with a few
remarks on relief and previous to stepping
off the platform handed to the chairman
of the meeting a cheque for $25 as a first
contribution from the post referred to.
Mr. Molk stated that they of the Walter
Rhodes Post intended making an investiga-
tion of the meeds of the wounded in the
various hospitals and also had considered
the matter of drawing the attention - of

;i{ time.  We do nct-bar any-color, nation or hepe
raad x It is an outlaw organization and cant be
babied. You must treat it rough.”

WHY COLORADO MINERS

(Continued from page 1)
Previous to the strike very few of the
state laws in regard to safety were being
the

other posts to the miners relief.

tht men’ to defy guards and their guns?” 9
A. K. ORR."

“Did Louis E. Scherf fire the first shot?”

“Did ‘state police fire the shots withou
provocation?” =

“Did state police use machine guns?”

“Did any of the picketers fire a gun?”

“Did the strikers use poisonous gas
bombs?”

“When did the strikers

“They were not of the same nationalit
one was an American, the other a Serbian;
but they fought under the same flag in the
dark earth, fought for existence. When
the people are all together in one they, tha
people, will be able to get what these men
died for.”

What is believed to be the largest as:
sembly of coal miners ever gathered to-

the .ranks of ‘labor, but has on the.other
hand strengthened them. °

At the grave fellow worker Duke read
the last verse of the “Commonwealth of
Toil” and the last verse of the “Red Flag.”

Three thousand sad faced miners follow-
ed the remains to the cemetery; tears could
be seen streaming down the faces of the
strongest; a widow and six children saw

The dance management, however, not
being connected with the L. W. W., has put
up a sign stating that they reserve the
right and will admit white people only;
they make a club affair out of it. But we
wish to state to all workers that this does
not apply to the L W. W.; that no one
except drunks is barred from 1. W. W.

senburg as they had done, once, before the
strike was called (that time they destroyed
all the papers and threw all the equipment
out of the window) and injured seeral of
the men who were attending a mass meet-

rush the mine ing in it. They sent their stool pigeons to

*| observed in the mines.

gate and break it down?” i ] gether in one locality in Colorado attended [affairs. J. Rhoades, Branch Secretary. " sa, For [ustance try and incite the men to create a disturb-
“Where did the bullet holes in the gate| g reg, i s o oo oy | s funeral st gt Zondon, Trineh Seeretiny coul mining laws distinctly state that & |ance and riot it possible. But the men
come fromi?” Askiinar of thi--dikay shrhgsti: entire state poured into the little mining| . ot firer shall be maintained by the com-|puq jearned well their lesson of cool-head-
“Was anybody ‘hunting trouble’?!! Thursday afternoon another victim was|town, starting early in the morning and] TAPS SOUNDED penies whose duty it will be to R0 8boUt|eneqs and refused to fall for the trick.
“Who threw the first rocks and elubs?” [, o 8 1 ek coniti up to the time of the funerals] e ;,‘" the men are out of the mine and |mpo. iried to scare the men by speeding
“Warrants charging Ted Pert, superin'|yaq followed to his last resting place by |8t 2 o'clock. More-than 1,000 people crowd-|’ Ope all shots that are to be fired that day. |y e hail at Walsenburg in the middle
tendent of the Columbine and Bud WYatt: [ 000 fellow workers. At the wiion hall a€d into the union hall for the services (Cont. from page 1) nfoin ath, day of Octover, the 128t doy |o¢ the night and waking the houseless min-
Greeley, undersheriff of Weld county, with | ciergyradn of the Greek Orthodos Church|there, and more than five times that num- . [betore the strike was called, the writer-of | o ho were siceping there with a shot
e e paore than five tles that IUM | e, (Decembor First) thers are gt |1his article fired three shots in a mine of |§ro *h, Wore MeePink there with o shor

spoke of the life led by the fellow worker, a
life of good, a life of labor for his fellow
workers. The miners quartette sang “One
by one to the valley we are going.” At
the grave fellow worker Duke took the la-
bor part: his reading of the last verse of
the “Red Flag” brought a determined look
on ‘the faces of the toilers assembled to
pay their last tribute to a fighting class
concious worker.

Friday the largest funéral ever held in

the Boulder Valley Coal Company at Erie,
Colorado, and previous to this had been
firing  shots every day the mine worked
and the writer was employed as a coal
loader and not a shot firer.

When the rush season comes on in the
middle of the winter the companies expect
im to go to work every day whether he
is sickvor not and work on Sunday if nec-
essary to fill their orders. They ask the
day men to work double shifts and they
get no extra wages for this favor, in fact,

fourteen wounded victims of the assault in
various hospitals in the strike zone.

In Deriver, Colorado there are two men,
ten lie in Longmont and in Boulder there
are two more. The latter two are a mén
and his wife. The wife was seriously in-
jured from gun shot wounds and attending
physicians state that there is grave danger
of infection setting in. Her condition is
regarded -as _critical.

Thiss long list of wounded represents &
tremendous cash outlay to the Colorado

tront window of the hall and went through
the back wall right over the speakers’ plat-
form, just missing penetrating the Amer-
ican flag which is draped there. Every-
one knows of the atrocities committed by
the mine guards when they ran down the
girl picketer with horses and injured her
50 badly that she ix not out of the hospi-
tal yet. And also of how the men on hors-
es ran over the lad who bore in his arms
the Stars and Stripes and trampled that
flag under their horses hoofs. And last

Erie, Monday. It is said by the miners

sides of the hall. Following the services
that Wyatt fired the first shofs™into the

& procdssion over a mile long marched
four abreast behind the hearse and the
mourner’s car to the Lafayette cemetery.
At the grave 8 number of fellow work-
ers found it hard to maintain their com.|
posure; strong men wept, women and chil-
dren made no attempt to hide their grief
as fellow worker Duke read from the L. W.
W. “song  book the words of Helen' Keller,
“—and from the depths of my heart I cry|
out against those who persequete the weak

that to his knowledge there was no mach-
ine gun used.” A question is asked: “Was
Governor Adams presenf to see that there
were no machine guns used?”

“No steps have been taken by state of-
ficials to-place any of the state police un-
der arrest for'the erime. 'It has been ap-

and the unfriended.” "

hundreds of others were endangered within
the law.

“THe gunmen of the state had served
their ~ purpose well- and had- done their
duty as brave men should do, has been
the expression.of Thomas Annear, chair-
man of the state industrial

“Rumors: were he@td throughout the

quarters
-, {ment.can go there’and view:it.

We tind that the buginess of theiofficers
of the law functioning &s an employment
agency is being well taken care of by Cap-
tain R. R. Maiden of ths State Constabu-
lary who gives slips of paper written in
indelible pencil to men (strangers) whom
he picks up, and tells them to take the
slips ot to one of the C. F. & I. mines
with the option of going to jail if they re-
fuse. The slips read thus:

“(Date) To superintendent of Alamo
mine. Will you please try and find this
man a position in your mine.”

“R. R. Maiden.”

“Officer in charge of state constabulary.”
The I. W. W. organization has one of
these -alips-on file at the Chicago: head-
quarters and any “who doubts this state-
€

was buried.

Saturday fellow worker Rene Jacques.

service and the hymns were sung, the {i
ther 65, and the mother, 70, sat silently.
The mines had takest both ' their boys. Eight:

A funeral service held in the
Redman’s hall was conducted by the Rev.
A. F. Archer, pastor of the Methodist
Church at Louisville, %ho mentioned that
if the people réturned better men to power
such tragedies would be averted. Fellow
worker Sheader sang ' the workers funeral
hymn, “Sleep, Worker, sleép, strong hearts
the watch will keep: As
lowered each miner solemmly ayowed that
the watch would be kept. Fellow worker
Duke madé. the labor service.

the body was,

‘While the Rev. Archer conducted the;

Striking Miners Relief Committee, as hos-
pital expenses, doctors and undertakers are
always very heavy. To date the massacre
has been the direct cause of several thou-
sands of dollars being expended that would
have otherwise gone for food, clothing and
the necessities of life.

To those sitting in the ontside world
calmly watching this strike, the situation
may not seem critical, but to us who are
here and watching the inmocent workers
suffering in the various hospitals, the sit-
uation looms immense. Funds, and still
more funds must be had; no matter if you
have donated before, donate again, per-
haps your dollar will save a life. Send
your - donation today to: COLORADO
MINERS DEFENSE & RELIEF COM-
MITTEE Hbx 93, Lafayette, Colo.

i . Delaney.

{complaint or charge placed against them.

if they refuse they will probably be fired.

It is such things as these that caused the
miners to come out on strike and the list
of 22 demands that they have made on the
operators contains the rest of their griev-

ances.

Since the strike has been in progress
there have been many atrocities committed
but they have all been on the part of the
operators and their stool pigeons. The
coal miners out on peaceful picketing ex-
cursions were seized by men, sometimes of-
ficers of the law and sometimes merely
guards with no authority whatsoever, who
took the law into their own hands, handled
roughly and barbarously and forced to go
to jail at the point of a gun without ever
having heard a warrant read or heard a

Therj’ they were held incommunicado and
refused hearings before the courts and ne-

of all they ordered their men to fire upon
the coal miners who were conducting a
peaceful meeting in front of the gates of
the Columbine mine, killing six, wounded in
all 27 men, women and children. Investi-
gation has shown this slaughter to have
been a cold-blooded premeditated act, else
why were those men all ready with their
machine guns, in position commanding the
scene where the miners had always held
their meetings (and heretofore always
without the slightest trouble of any kind
whatsoever) and with their guns all ready
for action, as if war had been declared
and they were expecting an armed inva-
sion of the enemy. The miners were not
armed in any way, shape or form; had they
been it might have been a different story
for they ‘Were so incensed at the wanton
slaughter of their fellow workers and

years ago their eldést son, Petd; was killed
in a ine aceident the day| s
he returned - to after “Yerving
Frane unharmed the A/'E. F.

“Eight men were brought into the Trini-
dad distriét from Eagle Pass, Texas. These
men were shipped in and were not in-

wives, daughters and children that their
courage was the courage of the utterly

ver told if there was any charge filed
against them or flot. Moreover they were

tellow worker Mike Vidovitch, has since

formed of the strike.  They were told they

also was 23 when he met his death.

As a mark.of respect Yo Jacques, sto;

died: he had his left leg amputated above
the knee two days ago, and since the shoot-
ing we have had but little hope for his
recovery. The other fellow workers in
Longmont hospital are Tom Milo, C. R.
Nelson, John Sparrows and Orlando Huer-
ras all snffering from bullet. wounds.

On entering the hospital we were taken
for' capitalist ‘reporters- and: the = fellow

refused the Tight to call in counsel for a
long time, in fact, until habeas corpus pro-
ceedings were instituted in their behalf
against - district attorneys, sheriffs and
everybody else who could possibly be
responsible for their being held.  Even
then, their trial was postponed and they
were refused bonds or their bonding was
made so difficult and so many delays were
that it was found well nigh im-

workers not knowing who we were refused
t0. answer our questions., Some of them
said: “if you are from the Denver Posw

possible to free them cven temporarily. At
the present time most of these men are lay-

reckless and they rushed unarmed ,right
into the face of the weapons of the guards.
Had they been armed there is no doubt at
all but, that, in the heat of their righteous
anger, they would have slaughtered the
guards in turn and of course they outnum-
bered the guards by a great deal Of
course the men.who ordered the guards to
fire knew that the men were unarmed or
they would never have given the order.

This pre-arranged slaughter at the Co-
lumbine took place at the same time as

the attempt to start trouble at Aguilar
when, at the instigation of some C. F. and
L stools, the miners went out picketing
against the instructions of the strike com-
mittee and 45 miners were arrested and a
fow hurt. It seems to be a move of the
Operators to start a siege of violence all
as a last effort on

we have nothing ‘to- say.” However we|ing in jail and only their own families are
convinced: them' that we represented | allowed access to them.
] But though they jailed the most active
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Columbine Mine Massacre -~
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1.—Columbine tipple where two machine gun nests were sta-
tioned.

2.—Road scene where the slaughter that resulted in six
deaths took place.

3.-—The north gate that the mine owners have placed across
a public road.

4.—Long line of miners and their families who followed their
dead to the cemetery., |
: 5.—Part of one of the large crowds which gathered five
times to bury the six victims. x

6.—One of the caskets being carried from the hearse to the
ve. ” ¥

7.—Crowd of miners gathered at Erie, Colorado, near the
office of Drs. C. W. Bixler and ' W:. M. Cunningham where many
of the wounded were taken for emergency treatment.

8.—L. Reyes, of Erie, one of the wounded in the Longmont
ital. ]

9.—George Mazzine, of Enie, another wounded
10.—C. H. Nelson, of  in the Longmon
11.—George - Kovitch, miner,

o

12.—Claude Brierly, of Erie, another wounded miner.
13.—P. Kripvokphes, of Erie, a wounded miner.
i t‘lf—Jolm Zook, Lafayette miner, also in the Longmont hos-
pi

15.—Strikers watching the arrival of the militia at Lafayette;
notice not a bit of animosity is in evidence; “Th,
e o e . e i o bt s
mere boys in the mine pits.

GREAT CROWDS OF MINERS

after this picture was faken.

‘andpicked jury
paid for this road -were |
on" it at”the time|




