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EUROPE SAYS “HELL, NO!” 

A London. + is clogged with some of the 150,000 London. geese Ha metic esree 
demonstration in Britain in two decades. The protest was 
Staged after a similar rally in Bonn drew 250,000 people. 

The Lakota’s _ 
Last Stand! . 
The Lakota nation (Sioux) have ied the Black 

Hills in South Dakota, which the courts ruled were ille- 
gally stolen from them.-The Lakota have re offerings 
of money for these lands, and are prepared to resist any 
encroachments, legal or military, on their encampments, 

It-is obvious to the editors of this paper that one of 
the last bits of unspoiled territory on this continent is 
better off in the hands of the Lakota than in the clutches 
of the power-hungry utility corporations. No matter how 
much natural beauty gets strip-mined or plowed under, 
utility rates are not going to be reduced under the Present 
system, 

Help is needed by these defenders of the Black Hills. 
Interested Fellow Workers can send their help to Yellow 
Thunder Camp, Lakota Nation, Post Office Box 9188, 
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701. 

Sierra Leone 
As of November, the Sierra Leone Labor Congress 

(SLLC) was still battling President Siaka Stevens over de- 
mands it had presented to the Government July 28th. 
Members of the 250,000-strong SLLC began a general 
strike August 14th to press for Government action on a 
list of issues ranhing from price controls to rent subsidies 
and improved health care. The following day strikers de- 
fied a Government ban on public demonstrations to mass 
at the Labor ‘Congress’s headquarters. 

The principal grievance is the price of rice (the nation’s 
food staple), currently selling for twice the price charged 
in neighboring Liberia. On the fourth day of the strike the 
Government offered to cut rice pricés by as much as 55%, 
but rank-and-file workers shouted down the leadership 
suggestion that the strike be called off. The workers are 
Pressing for a full 67% cut, as well as other economic and 
social measures by the Government. 

SLLC leaders have called for a provisional return to 
work 
and many 

the backing of students, housekeepers, and market women. 

| Germany) are now either opp 

Negotiations with the Government continue, . __ : 
kers are now back at their jobs. The labor — We are numbering this issue Volume 78, Number 13, 

action, the first-ever general strike in Sierra Leone, won - 

4p, INDUSTRIAL 
WORKER 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, DECEMBER 1981 

ANTI-NUKE DEMONSTRATIONS 
SPREAD ACROSS EUROPE 

The month of October saw more than a million people 
take to the streets in protest marches against nuclear wea- 
Pons. Increasing numbers of people in the five countries 

where NATO intends to site cruise and Pershing-2 missiles 
in 1983 (Belgium, Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, and West 

to the missiles or 
doubtful about the need for them. Anti-nuclear sentiment 
was fueled by Reagan’s decision to build the enhanced- 
radiation neutron bomb. 

In Rome, more than 200,000 Leftists, unionists, and 
members of anti-war groups marched for nuclear disarm- 
ament in the biggest demonstration in the Italian capital 
in more than a decade. In London 150,000 streamed into 
Hyde Park for an anti-nuclear demonstration coinciding 
with a visit by US Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger. 
More than 120,000 Finns marched in more than 54 Fin- 
nish cities and towns. More than 100,000 people marched 
in Milan, carrying banners bearing slogans against the arms 
buildup by both the Soviet Union and the United States. 

“There's only 90,000 Micronesians out there. 
Who gives a damn?” —Henry Kissinger 

A move has been developed to declare the Scandina- 
vian countries a nuclear-free zone. Unions in general back 
it,.and wouldn't mind its being extended beyond Scandi- 
navia. A similar movement is growing for a Nuclear-Free 
Pacific, and trade unions in the Pacific give it support. 

Between 1946 and 1963 over 70 nuclear-bomb tests 
were conducted in or near the Marshall Islands in Micro- 
nesia, with the indifference cited from Kissinger above. 
“By 1970,” says a summary of this development in the 
October issue of Win, ‘‘the Marshallese were suffering 
high rates of cancer, retarded growth, and miscarriages.” 

The USA stopped those tests in 1963, as it had devel- 
oped the technique for underground testing in the Utah- 
Nevada desert. France gained entry to the nuclear club 

and started testing its nuclear bombs, at first high in the 
skies, then in the waters near its Polynesian colonies. 

Britain, Russia, and China added to the nuclear pollution. 
At the Kwajalein Missile Range in the Marshalls, the 

USA is getting set to test the delivery systems for its MX 
missiles and neutron bombs. To build facilities for this, 
over 8,000 Marshallese have been crowded onto the island 
of Ebeye “as many as 13 to a room, without schools, hos- 
pitals, or modern sanitation.” 

There are mixed motives for the movement for a Nu- 
clear-Free Pacific. There is a distaste for making one’s 
home a prime target for a first strike in World War III. 
The missile ranges in the Marshalls and the fields filled 
with B-52s in Guam are such bull’s-eyes. At the same 
time, these projects create jobs, and the economies of 
former island paradises have changed now so that one’s 
life often hangs on getting a job. Still, workers in Guam 
don’t want Japan to dump nuclear waste in their vicinity, 
and this woke them up to the consideration that the jobs 
the US gives them are much like building the gallows on 
which one is to be hanged. 

Unions in the area and along the Pacific rim are taking 
increasing interest in the idea of a Nuclear- Free. Pacific. 

Multinational activity in connection with military plans 
is making wage slaves out of island peoples, 1 ning 
them for exploitation in world trade, under conditions 
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In Holland, the Church has played a prominent role in 
building the country’s anti-nuclear campaign. In most 
European countries, according to public-opinion polls 
taken in March, people do not share the general American 
assumption of imminent Russian attack in the next five 
years. An overwhelming majority of the Europeans polled 
thought that arms-control talks are a better way to im- 
prove their security than strengthening NATO's military” 
forces. é “ey 

According to Maurice Wilkins, a Nobel Prize winner 
‘who was sent by the British Government to the in 
1944 to help create the atomic bomb, what is needed is 
the complete abolition of nuclear weapons. “If ys 1 sit 
down and think about it, it’s not at all obvious shat he 
Russians would advance if Western Europe disarms. Why 
would they want to? If the Russians took over Western 
Europe, there would be an enormous amount of opposi- 
tion. There's nothing in it for them.” 

Sanity too is contagious. This outpouring of anti-war 
feeling may yet cross the North Atlantic and strengthen 
opposition to the US military-industrial complex in its 
very heartland. 

A Place To Hide? 
that give them little democratic control. For example 
Belau, 500 miles from the Philippines, in Micronesia, 
became an independent country, and wrote a constitution 
that bans all nuclear materials. The USA says that sort of 
constitution is “invalid”. ~ 

How about a Nuclear-Free Pacific, including the two 
American continents that border on it? For contact with 
the NFP movement in this country, write to the Bay. 
Coalition for a Nuclear-Free Pacific, 2120 Eighth Street, 
Berkeley, California 94710. : 

Utah In NYC 
For Utah Phillips’ concert at Folk City, 1303 West 3rd 

Street in Manhattan November 15th, the New York Or- 
ganizing Committee of the |WW arranged to have a spe- 
cial table for the NY/NJ Wob contingent and a literature 
display. At the same time we celebrated Fellow Worker 
Minnie Corder’s 86th birthday, her 62nd year as a Wobbly. 

The IWW was represented at the anti-apartheid dem- 
onstration against the South African rugby team in Al- 
bany with a sign reading “An Injury to One Is an Injury 
to All: WW”. 

The Wob’ delegation at the September 19th Solidarity _ 
protest in Washington found many frien: here. We gave 
out copies of the /ndustrial Worker and other literature, 
talked to hundreds of interested people, and signed up 
some new members on the spot. We got a great reception 
from everybody who stopped to talk to us. 

R.S. and C..B. 

AM RO MR 
UTAH PHILLIPS TOUR 

After touring the Northeast in November, Utah Phil- 
lips will hit the southern and western portions of Alaska 
in December—and perhaps see Santa Claus and tell him to 
quit class-angling and gift-giving. In January Utah will 
show his good judgment by touring California. Then he'll 
go back to the Northest for February, visit the Midwest in 
March, greet spring in the Southwest, tour the South in 
April, and visit the inter-mountain Northwest in May. 
If you want to set up dates, get in touch with.Utah or 
with Sheila Collins, 1720 West 14th Avenue, Spokane, 
Washington 99204, (509) 747-6454. 
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European Nuclear Disarmament 
In the last nine months the burgeoning nuclear dis- 

armament movement in Europe has achieved a series of 
successes. Broad-based coalitions have been formed in 
Belgium, Britain, Denmark, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, and West Germany to prevent the deployment 
of Pershing 2 and cruise missiles in Europe, which is 
scheduled to begin in 1983. This loosely-federated pop- 
ular opposition has been responsible for some of the 

largest demonstrations in the history of postwar Europe, 
and has mobilized European. public opinion on a scale 
that would not have been thought possible just a few 

years ago. 
In October 1980 the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 

ment (CND), the British Labour Party, and scores of lib- 
eral, left, ecological, communist, and church groups held 
a demor jon in London that drew between 80,000 
and 100, “people—an unexpectedly large turnout— 
which marked the rebirth of the British disarmament 
movement, An important factor in the growth of the 
~CND during the last year (the number of affiliated groups 
‘went from 30 to 300) was the decision of Prime Minister 
Thatcher’s Government to bow to US pressure and agree 
to station 160 cruise. missiles on British territory. This 
decision, along with a deal whereby Britain will buy five 
billion pounds worth of Trident 1 missiles from the US, 
has driven the Trades Union Congress into coming out 
for unilateral disarmament. 

In the Netherlands, public-information campaigns, 
demonstrations, peace fairs, and other means of protest 
have won the Dutch disarmament movement wide sup- 
port. In parliamentary elections last summer, the anti- 

nuclear candidates won large vote gains. A petition cam- 
paign against the neutron bomb sponsored by the Dutch 
Communist Party has collected more than a million signa- 
tures—a significant number in a nation of only 13 million 

people. a 
In Northern Europe, the campaign to transform Scan- 

dinavia into a nuclear-free zone has been going on for 
more than 30 years, but has never before had the popular 
and parliamentary support shown in recent months. Even 

Norway, which has traditionally maintained strong NATO 
ties, is having second thoughts about nuclear weapons. 
NATO's decision to station cruise and Pershing 2 missiles 
in Central Europe, the announcement that the US will 
manufacture the neutron bomb, and Washington's hair- 
raising rhetoric about the new ‘‘Soviet threat” have trig- 

~gered greater anxiety in Northern Europe about US saber 
rattling than about potential Soviet aggression. Anti-war 

groups throughout Scandinavia have joined in de‘nanding 

nuclear disarmament by both the US and the USSR. 
There are supposed to be no nuclear weapons in Nor- 

thern Europe now. Seven thousand US-controlled nuclear 

warheads are currently located in Central Europe, how- 

ever, and most of these are bunkered in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, giving it the dubious honor of having 
the heaviest concentration of nuelear weapons per square 
mile of any nation in the world. West Germany’s so-called 
“forward defense’ system corisists not only of an assort- 
ment of nuclear missiles targeted at East Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and other nations in Eastern Europe, but 

also of atomic mines programmed to wreak destruction 

within West Germany itself. According to the mad logic of 

SOUND OF A DISTANT DRUM 
The pickets have moved into their places, and the first 

of the great industrial showdowns with the Tory Govern- 
ment of Ma Thatcher is now doomed to take place. There 
is a bleak element of Greek tragedy in this confrontation. 
Every barroom prophet gazing into the bottom of his 
empty beer glass to read the tea leaves knew that Ma 
Thatcher and her newly-appointed cabinet of neurotic 
hit men were seeking (as with Lady Diana and her essay 
into gormless deer stalking) a standing target for their 
primed guns. They now believe (as with Lady Diana and 
her unfortunate wounded stag at rest) that they have 
found one. 

With a weak President or Prime Minister one can talk 
of collective responsibility, but with Reagan and Ma 
Thatcher we have two individuals who are ready to work 
out an obsessional hatred of resisting workers. They have 
strrrounded themselves with sycophantic ministers, just 
as in the First World War an indifferent or frightened 
chain of command obeyed without question the orders of 
any general who literally saw victory only in the bloody 
carnage of the body count—and an entire generation was 
destroyed to become the theme for a series of poems, 
novels, paintings, and autobiographical apologues. The 
57,000 Americans dead or missing in Vietnam now move 
back into art history, and their agony joins the broken 
bodies within the etchings of Francisco Jose Goya y Luci- 
entes on exhibition within the British Museum, 

The pickets standing in the rain outside the gates of 
Leyland‘s huge Motown assembly sheds wait, and the 
Detroit Ford Company wait, to see what Ma Thatcher 
will do. Sir Michael Edwards, who in moments of mental 
aberration believes he is running the huge Leyland Mo- 

complex, has offered the 58,000 Leyland workers 
a six-dollar wage increase, in place of the forty-dollar 
increase they demand, and has stated that unless the 
workers accept the six dollars he will close down and sell 
off the whole of Leyland’s Motown. ~ 

“DENATIONALIZE? 

A half-million jobs exist in relation to the Leyland 
Motown complex. With an annual overseas sales tally 
of $2,500,000,000— repeat, $2,500,000,000— one must 
ask, if for no other reason than to make casual conversa- 
tion, how this sad little man can state that he intends to 
sell off this huge State-owned industry if 58,000 lads and 
lasses refuse to accept a six-dollar pay raise. And the an- 

“swer, comrades, is pure Charles Dickens; for Ma Thatcher 
has dreamed up the scheme to end all schemes, and the 
Sting to end all Stings. She is determined to hawk off all 
State-owned assets, in theory belonging to the’ people, 
to any money speculators who wish to buy them, whether 
they be working-class houses or North Sea oil barons. 

\f Ma Thatcher and her Tory hatchet men can force 
the Leyland men and women out on strike, as indeed they 
have done, then it is reasoned that they can begin to sell 
off the great British Motown complex without having to 
shell out the legal severance pay that would be due the 
individual worker whose job was legally written off. Like 
the Reagan Administration, Ma Thatcher's Government 

~ eyebrow-deep in debt despite all the slashing of work- 

> : 

ing-class social services, and money from the sale of Brit- 
ain’s Motown could be used for papering over the eco- 
nomic blunders of the- Tories, ’ 

WHO WOULD BUY? 

In the wings are the: Japanese industrialists, waiting to 
step in and buy up the plants with their $2,500,000,000 

in overseas sales. And smiling gently on the sidelines is the 
Ford Company of Detroit, waiting to see Leyland’s union 
destroyed as a fighting force and the company either de- 
stroyed or the workers forced to crawl back; for if this 
happens then Ford of Detroit can use it as a weapon 
against their own British work force. 

The paper stays in the typewriter, the long night is 
passed, the empty unwashed glasses are in the sink, and 
my black bitch Vicki snores in a broken armchair. Out in 
the street | can see two men sweeping up the falling dark- 

red leaves of autumn, while a third man, who must be the 
foreman, stands and watches. 

Within hours the Leyland workers have been sold out; 
for in the time it has taken to write this article, the top- 
ranking union bosses have accepted, in the name of the 
workers, the six-dollar pay raise and all the dreary man- 
agement junk offers that go along with it in the form of 
“bonuses” and ‘workers’ participation in decision mak- 
ing, lads’’ and “’we saved your jobs, lads”. But the indus- 
trial battle has now begun. 

PICKETS SAY NO 

In Coventry the pickets are solid around the factory 
gates. They stand there two thousand strong, and within 
minutes of. the news of the union sellout one policeman 
and one strike picket were carried off. injured to the hos- 
pital, with the inevitable aftermath that the policeman 
will smile into the nation’s press cameras from a hospital 
bed and the picket will be charged and be made to stand 
in a magistrate’s dock. Fs 

The men are asking for a forty-dollar-a-week pay 
raise on their basic pay with no strings, for they know 
that employers will rat on any bonus, piecework, or 
golden-handshake payouts. What cannot be denied is 
that workers walk through the gates of Britain's Motown 
with $135 in their pay packet for a full week’s work. And 
that, comrades, is what pays the rent—the weekly cost of 
the hired TV and the food from the supermarket. The 
pickets stand firm and there is anger in the air, for they 
know that they have been betrayed, as always, by the 
self-proclaimed leadership of their union. There will be 
demonstrations, there will be leafleting, there will be 
collections for the Motown workers; for their fight, as 
always, is your fight and my fight. And Sir Michael, the 
Japanese industrialists, Detroit Ford, the union top brass, 
and Ma Thatcher grin and grin and grin. 

President Reagan tells the lads in the Kremlin to have 
no fear, because in the Third World War only the entire 
population of Europe will be genocided in a nuclear holo- 
caust, after which the two major powers can come to 
terms. One supposes that one should cheer on the thou- 
sands of nice middle-class liberals who had a happy day 

NATO's Gotterdammerung defense system, the Russians 
will be atomized after they have occupied West Germany 
—along with the West Germans. Resistance to this “better 
dead than Red” strategy is what is fueling Europe’s po- 

tentially-most-explosive anti-nuclear movement. 
Within West Germany’s ruling Social Democratic Party, 

splits are forcing a major crisis for Chancellor Schmidt's 

Government, which supports the NATO decision. Outside 
the Party, the wave of anti-nuclear demonstrations and 
what has become an agonizing national debate on mili- 
tary security continue unabated, More than 1.2 million 
West Germans have signed the Krefed Appeal, directed 
against US arms policy. 

At the annual Church Day in early June, more than 
120,000 people took part in five days of panel discussions 

on atomic weapons and disarmament. US army bases in 
Germany have been bombed by a revived Red Army fac- 
tion protesting the presence of US nuclear weapons. On 
October 10th, more than 250,000 people attended an 
anti-war rally in Bonn, applauding speeches urging Europe 

to free itself from nuclear weapons and to prevent Ger- 

many from becoming ‘‘a shooting gallery of the super- 

powers”. 
The danger of atomic war is perhaps greater than it has 

ever been before. But from the vantage point of Europe, 
it is clear-that the movement against this danger has never 
before been as well informed and as effectively organized 
as it is today. 

The Nation, Volume 233, Number 11 

Can you tell by looking what country this iunemprloyment 

line is in? (It happens to be Britain.) 

shepherded by jolly policemen in the perennial “Ban Our 

Bomb” march; but the real battle is being fought by 

the Polish and German and French and Italian workers, 

and the unreported strikers in. Russia and China, And the 
battle for survival is being fought out even as | type by the 
pickets standing in the rain outside Leyland’s Motown 
factories. And | will drift to the Royal Academy for the 
Great Japanese Exhibition and the warm saki, while Pres- 
ident Reagan will continue to ramble and. Ma Thatcher 
will grin and grin and grin. 3 

Arthur Moyse, London 
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SILICON VALLEY CHIPS AWAY 
AT WORKER’S HEALTH : 

Often referred to as clean and light because of its dust- 

free fabrication areas, the electronics industry is actually 

one of the most hazardous. It uses a wide array of toxic 

chemicals and other dangerous substances in the manu- 

facture of integrated circuits and semi-conductors: cor- 

rosive hydrochloric and hydrofluoric acids, toxic solvents 

such as benzene and xylene, extremely dangerous poisons 

such as arsine gas and cyanide, and a number of known 

and suspected carcinogens including PCBs, vinyl chloride, 

and trichlorethylene (TCE). 
The California Occupational Health and Safety Admin- 

istration (Cal OSHA) has found that 85% of the reported 
injuries and ailments are caused by corrosive acids, foreign 

objects in eyes, and inhalation of harmful fumes. Con- 

tainers leak, overflow, break, and spill. Hydrofluoric acid 

can penetrate the skin oainlessly and burrow into the 

bone, causing excruciating pain hours after exposure. 

Medical researchers. point out that in addition to the 

known and suspected carcinogens, many of the chemicals 

used in the industry are too new to have been tested for 
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long-term health effects. In a recent survey, Cal OSHA 
found 130 chemicals in use—some of which they didn’t 

know how to measure, some of which they had no safety 

standards for. Besides the effect of individual chemicals, 
there are the combined effects—the ‘synergistic’ effects 
that can make singly harmless chemicals deadly when 
combined. 

SPREADING POISON 

The nearly 400 electronics plants in “Silicon Valley” 
—Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties—generate daily 

thousands of gallons of effluents containing the chemicals 

and metal compounds used inside. The acids are suppos- 

edly neutralized on site, then flushed into the municipal 

sewage system, and the other chemicals are supposedly 

shipped to approved waste-disposal sites or taken to a 

recycling company. On-site waste treatment can result in 

Jeaks into the ground water because of leaky storage tanks 

however, leading to traces of solvents and carcinogens 

showing up in well water. 
Transporting the toxic wastes from the plants by truck 

to the dumps poses its own dangers. On August 21st, 1981 

10,000 pounds of toxic silicon tetrachloride spilled from 

a storage tank hit by a truck, forcing the evacuation of 

about 10,000 people in South San Francisco. On Sep- 
tember 8th a truck carrying a mixture of sulfuric, hydro- 

chloric, hydrofluoric, nitric, and acetic acids began to 
leak its cargo on a highway in an East Bay community. 

Houses, schools, and hospitals in a ten-square-mile area 

around the’ spill had to be evacuated because of the acids’ 

toxic fumes. 
Questionable dumping practices have also been re- 

ported. Instead of shipping the wastes to an approved 

toxic-waste disposal site,, companies have been known to 
pay dumpers to bury the wastes wherever convenient. 

COTTAGE INDUSTRY 

Besides the more than 85,000 people—mostly women 
—who work in the electronics plants, a growing number of 
workers—mostly Asian and Latino women—are assem- 
bling printed circuit boards at home or in garages or ware- 
houses. This estimated million-dollar underground indus- 
try hires undocumented workers and single women who 
can't afford child care. The potential dangers of bringing 
this work into the home include exposing entire families 
to the toxic fumes of heated cleaning solvents. And of 
course, as in all sweatshop industries, children help with 

the work. 

(Adapted from Not Man Apart, Volume 10, Number 11) 

Buttonholes By The Bushel 
| started my 64 years’ experience making handmade 

buttonholes on men’s coats at the Leopold Morse Com- 

pany. My first day in the shop | noticed that while most 

of us were sitting in poorly-lit areas working on dark 

coats, one buttonhole maker had 4 seat near the window 

+ and was working on light coats of soft material. | wanted 

to find out why, and discovered that her father was’a 

saloon keeper. Every Monday morning she brought the 

shop foreman a bottle, and she earned $6 a week more 

than the rest of us. 
In 1913 the Boston tailors went on strike, under the 

leadership of the United Garment Workers (AFL). Fiery 
speeches in the union hall proclaimed that we would 
make that shop look like a palace and abolish piecework. 

Though | was only 16, | felt the pain in my eyes from 
working on blue serge coats in a bad light, and felt it 
unjust that the girl working on soft light flannels had 

that seat near the window. 
At six the next morning | was the only girl on the 

picket line. Soon the snow was knee-deep. We were out 

13 weeks. Just before Easter Sam Gompers and Meyer 
London came to Boston and settled the strike. We came 
back to the same old filthy shop. We had not abolished 
piecework, but we had cut the work week from 54 hours 
to 48. We had not been called to a meeting, and no one 

. had asked us our opinion of the settlement. 
In 1914 many tailors broke away from the United Gar- 

ment Workers to form the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers. Our union told us nothing about the reason, and we 
kept on working. One morning in 1915 as | came to work, 
there was a picket line in front of the shop. Some of the 
pickets whom | respected in the shop told me not to go 

up to work. 
| had to go in to get my tools. When | entered the shop 

| saw a very big fat man, his neck red as fire, standing on 
a table saying he represented the United Garment Workers 
and urging us to sit down to work and not bother with 
“those bums on the sidewalk who call themselves the 
Amalgamated Garment Workers of America”. He pointed 
to three policemen at the door to protect me from “those 
bums”, my fellow workers and friends. 

| took my tools and joined the picket line. | was out 

of work for a year. One day on the street | met a man 
who used to be foreman at Leopold Morse, and he asked 
me if | needed a job, He was now foreman at McCuller 

Park, a firm that had never been union. | went to work 
there, for the shop was busy making Navy officers’ uni- 
forms, getting ready for World War |. The place was pleas- 
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ant and clean and the women were mostly Portuguesé, but 
we worked piecework. 

In 1916 the daily papers announced that 6,000 tailors 
were joining the Amalgamated, and | was surprised when 

the shop foreman asked us to go down and join the union. 

The ACW had signed a contract with the American Men’s 
Clothing Manufacturers and pledged it would call nostrike 
during the war. We were not asked about that or about the 
contract terms. 

There too | found and resented favoritism. In the al- 
teration department making new buttonholes paid double. 
An old maid in charge of that work had been fair in divid- 
ing it, but with war came a shortage of sugar and choco- 
late. One buttonhole maker somehow arranged to get 

large boxes of chocolates delivered to her in the shop. 
She gave these boxes to the lady in charge of alterations, 
and from that time on got all the good work. 

In the ‘20s Sydney Hillman, president of the Amal- 
gamated, went to Russia to perfect the piecework system 
there. = 

In 1970 | worked in a shop on Fifth Avenue in New 
York. They had some specials on which we gota few 
cents extra, One day the forelady’s daughter gave birth, 
and a few buttonhole makers took up a collection to get 
@ present for the forelady’s grandchild. On principle, t did 
not contribute, and from that day on | got none of those 
specials. 3 

It would take volumes to describe what piecework 
does: the heart-breaking tears, the hair-pulling,» the 
bribes, the conniving, the cheating—the disunity it'gen= 
erates along with the speedup. a 

Minnie F. Corder 
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