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lf Voting Could Change | 
Things. . 
The Labor Party Illusion 
—Jon Bekken 

Growing unborn of our fellow 
workers have understandably concluded 
that the Democratic and Republican 
parties both serve the same interests— 
that there’s not a dime’s worth of dif- 

_ ference between them. 
The evidence for this is overwhelming. 

Democrats have controlled the Congress _ 
(and most of the states) for decades, 
during which living standards have been 
eroded, our unions busted, our health 
undermined, our taxes raised, and our 

rights curtailed. The Democrats share the 
Republicans bloodthirsty foreign policy. 
And it was the Democratic Congress that 
outlawed the railroad workers’ strike a 
few months ago. 
So it’s long past time to give up on the 

up with Tony Mazcochis aber Pony 
Advocates, which hopes to build a 

_labor party based on local and national 
union piecards. (Trotskyists are trying to 
form labor parties as well.) The National 
Organization For Women has announced 
that it is organizing a women’s party. 

.They’d Make It Illegal 

_ And environmentalists are diverting their 
energies from educational and_ direct 
action campaigns to organizing a Green 
Party. 

So why should we care? The Industrial 
Workers of the World, after all, has 
always’ refrained from _ supporting 
political parties and candidates. 
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Individual members are free to join 
whatever party (or none) they choose, so _ 
long as they keep their political affilia- 
tions out of the union. But the solution 
to unemployment, war, hunger and 
other social problems does not lie in 

' politics; direct action offers a more ef- 
fective, simpler, more empowering way 
to build a better world. 

U S. workers have been afflicted by 

elected t ce) co 

/ legislators and several city administra- 
tions earlier in the century. This 
presented the edifying spectacle of 
socialist constables throwing striking 
workers in jail. 

After the first world war, the Chicago 
Federation of Labor threw its substantial 
resources into organizing a local and 

The Green Party Illusion 
by Jess Grant 

In California, attempts to achieve bal- 
lot status for the Green Party is a rein- 
vention of the wheel. Most Greens would 
have a hard time disagreeing with the 
platform of the Peace & Freedom Party, a 
group which has enjoyed ballot status for 
twenty years. After all, ecology and social 
justice are at the heart of what P&FP 
stands for. So why the Green aversion to 
working with an established, alternative 
ballot-status party? 

My own experience as a member and 
candidate of the P&FP has been a fasci- 
nating and generally fruitful experiment in 
coalition building. I ran for San Francisco 

‘Sheriff in 1987, gaining nearly 10,000 
votes and 6% of the tally. As a tenant 
activist, | ran an essentially single-issue 

campaign, promising to halt all evictions 
as a way of fighting homelessness. The 
campaign also afforded me the opportunity 
to address other issues including victim- 
less crime (all three Sheriff's candidates 

_ were pot smokers!), police repression, 
and the racist, classist nature of our crimi- 

’ nal “justice” system. 
In '87 and ‘88 there were three disparate 

tendencies within P&FP, and we fought 
like cats and dogs. So much for consensus 
building! The New Alliance Party is a 
cult-like group out of New York led by a 
former associate of Lyndon LaRouche, 
and their disruptive tactics were matched 
only by those of a reformist tendency 
which included the Communist Party 

| (USA). The remaining majority was a 
loose coalition of radical greens like my- 
self, trotskyists, and independent social- 
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“If lm elected, | promise to create a government of the people, by the 
people and for the people, in the people, over, around and through the 
people, behind, under, after the one ae ae whee the people. ’’ 
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And a great many ne Gelud. 

ing former union members such as 
Ronald Reagan) have been elected as 
“friends of labor’ to this day, only to 

_reward their union supporters with 
betrayals—as during the recent Hormel 
and > strikes. 

ists who ran onde: the collective label of 
the “Socialist Slate.” 

If by forming their own Green Party 
today’s California Greens hope to avoid 
the sort of contentious infighting we ex- 
perienced three years ago in P&FP, they 
are naively mistaken. If the Green Party 
achieves ballot status or any success in the 
polls, they can expect to be overrun by 
the same political opportunists who infil- 
trated P&FP. The New Alliance Party, 
which currently refers to itself as ‘“‘Pro- 
Gay and Pro-Socialist,” will waste no 

_ time in calling itself “Pro-Green.” They 
and the CP will flock to whatever party 
seems to be the best vehicle for their own _ 

questionable ambitions. 

Besides the avoidance of inevitable con- 
flict, I believe there’s another reason that 
California Greens have avoided the P&FP. 
This can best be described as an internal- 
ized form of red-baiting. Greens like to 
think of themselves as the purveyors of a 
new, holistic philosophy, one which owes 
more to indigenous cultures than any 

_ “Old- or New Left” tradition. Yet this is a 
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Lo Vice-President Matthew 
Wohl himself a first-rate conniver, 
argued: “I have watched these politicians 
in our movement... Regardless of how 
they talk of their trade union loyalty, my 
experience has been that when they enter 

cont. p. 5 

sad denial of our own history, and an un- 
conscious acceptance of fifty years of 
Cold War propaganda. 

To be sure, state socialism is dead, and 
good riddance. But there are libertarian 
and decentralist traditions within the 
socialist movement which we can be 
proud to claim as our own. We would be _ 
foolish to disavow a radical legacy that 
dates back at least as far as the Haymarket 
martyrs, and perhaps as far back as 
England's 17th-century Diggers. For these 
links with the past can lend our movement 
an historical continuity that will see us 
through our inevitable bouts of futility 
and despair. 

Ultimately, third-party electoral poli- 
tics will always be an exercise in futility 
until we “level the playing field.” Propor- 

tional representation, along with equal 
access to media and campaign funds, are a 
prerequisite to becoming more than just a 
“protest vote.” As long as our candidates 
are systematically precluded from mean- 

cont. p. 5 
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The following resolutions were adopted by | 
the 1991 IWW General Assembly: 

1. “The 1991 IWW General Assembly re- 
sna the IWW’s opposition to all forms 
of human oppression, including by not 
necessarily limited to, those based on race, 
ethnicity, gender, nationality, creed, age, 
physical ability or sexual orientation. 
Furthermore, we resolve to publish the 
above statement in the Industrial Worker 
Ce month.” 

2. “While the IWW gives its full support 
to international cooperation between 
workers, the IWW declares its opposition 
to the Free Trade Agreements between the 
governments of Canada, the United States, 
and Mexico. These agreements have high- 
lighted the inequalities that exist among 
workers internationally, and therefore we 
find that our best response is to organize 
workers internationally. We support direct 
action taken b workers in opposition to 
these agree’ ents.” 

3. “On the occasion of the Columbus Day. 
Quincentennial, we endorse the sovereignty | 
of all indigenous peoples and are in soli- _ 
darity with groups opposing 500 years of 
Euro-centric colonialism.” 

4. In addition to the exploitation of 
bes industrial society creates wealth by 
exploiting the earth and non-human species. 
Just as the capitalists value the working 
class only for their labor, so they value 

_ the earth and non-human species only for - 
their economic usefulness to humans. This 
has created such an imbalance that the life 
support systems of the earth are on the 
verge of collapse. The working class bears 
the brunt of this degradation by being 
forced to produce, consume, and live in 
the toxic environment created by this abuse. 
Human society must recognize that all 

ese) Worker 

~ Letters to the Editors. . . 
: Dear Friends, 

_It is becoming very apparent to me, 
_and I'm sufe others, that the Bush ad- 
ministration has declared war on the 
working people of this country. It even 
appears to me that this war is being 
prosecuted with a greater vigor than was. 
the war against Iraq. While for the time 
being, many within the Democratic party 
are trying to stem this draconian tide, I 
no longer believe that the Democratic 

| party is the viable option for the working 
_ people. Rather than voting down party 

lines, I believe that the working people — 
must look at the individual's record. If 

neither party is giving the working 
people a viable option, then there’s the 
continued Viable Option for the working _ 
people to register a protest by voting for 
“third party’ candidates. I hope that the 
‘Industrial Worker will publish future 
articles exploring this idea. 
In Solidarity, 

Jacob Feuerwerker 

FW's: . 
I was quite disappointed to see, in the 

October 1991 issue of the IW, an article 
(apparently solicited) by author Brian Glick 

beings have a right to exist for their own 
sake, and that humans must learn to live 
in balance with the rest of nature. This 
will only be accomplished when the work- 
ing class takes control of human produc- 

_tion and redirects it to the long-term bene- 
fit of all rather than the short-term profit 
of a few.” 

on “Why Sue the FBI”, and a long (almost 
2 full pages) article by Judi Bari explain- 
ing the reasons for her lawsuit against the 
FBI. 

I am not going to debate here the merits 
of the lawsuit action. I am absolutely op- 
posed to using ten percent of our total 
budget on such a project, and have set out 
my reasons for this in the GOB. 

My point is that the Industrial Worker 
seems to have taken its position on this 
issue, and seems determined to play an 
active role in influencing others to this 
position. No articles were solicited on 
“Why Not to Sue the FBI’, nor were . 
there any 2-page articles explaining why 
spending our money on such a project 
would not be in the short-term or long- 
term interests of the IWW. 

It is my firm belief that the place for 
such policy debates is in the GOB, not the 
IW. The role of the IW is, or should be, 
to inform members and non-members alike 
about the actions and organizing cam- 
paigns being carried out by the IWW, and 
to keep our readers informed about revo- 
lutionary labor activities in the US and 
across the world. It is not the role of the 

then propagandize in favor of their posi- 
tion. That is how Pravda operates. It 
shouldn't be how the Industrial Worker 
operates. 

For Democratic Unionism 
x341341 

Editors’ Response: 
The decision to sue the FBI, Richard Held, 

and the Oakland Police Department was 

IW to take a stand on a policy debate and © 
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Jura Books—110 . Chrystal St., 

'450)—394. Euclid Ave., 

we offer these definitions: Job Shop—an IWW- 
organized group of workers at a_ particular 
workplace—either worker-owned, or owned 
by the bosses. GMB—General Membership 
Branch, a chartered branch of members linked 
by locale, rather than workplace. IWW Group 

made many months ago, long before the 

—A group of IWW members in the same locale _ 

ber authorized to collect dues and to. sign up 
new members, 

AUSTRALIA. 
Petersham, 

NEW SOUTH WALES ~ 
Sydney Area IWW Group—Delegate: Ray 
Elbourne, 14 Kroombit St., Dulwich Hill, 2203; 

CANADA | 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver GMB—110-511 Gatensbury St., 
Coquitlam, V3] 5E7. 
Eastside Datagraphics Job Shop (LU. 450)— 
1460 Commercial Dr., Vancouver V5L 3X9, 
(604) 255-9559. John Barker contact, 

SE British Columbia IWW Group—P.O. Box 
54, Balfour, VOG 1CO0. Contact: David Everest 
(604) 229-4978. 

MANITOBA 

Sydney. 

_ Santa 

IWW DIRECTORY 
| For those unfamiliar with IWW terminology, Berkeley Recycling Center Job Shop (LU. 

670)—M. Carlstroem, 2515 Piedmont 48, 
94607. 

New Earth Press Job Shop (I.U. 450)—1640 
Addison, Berkeley, 94702. Delegate: Dave 
Karoly (510) 658-5377 
Typesetting Etc. Job Shop (IU. 450) — 1095 
Market St. #210, SF CA 94103 (415) 626-2160. 

bara Area IWW-—S. Menard, (805) 

COLORADO 
Denver/Boulder GMB—2412 E. Colfax, Den- 
ver 80206, (303) 388-1065. Office open Satur- 
days 9-12. Meetings, second Sunday each 
month; phone for time. Delegates: Cliff Sund- 
strom, 910 E. 8th Ave. #202, Denver 80218 
(303) 832-7602. Dave Frazer, Box 6, Rollins- 
ville 80474, (303) 258-3732. 

P&L Printing Job Shop (1.U. 450), 2298 Clay, 
Denver 80211, (303) 433-1852. 

_FLORIDA 
Miami Area IWW. Group, P.O. Box 1856, 

"Miami Beach, 33119, (305) 534-7175. Delegate. 

Winnipeg IWW Group—B. Mackay, P.O. Box 
_| 3204, GNPO, R3C 4E7. 

: ONTARIO 
Kingston IWW Group—472 Albert Street, K71 
3W3, (613) 544-2382. Delegate: Brad Waugh 

(613) 549-6094. 
Ottawa IWW Group—388 1/2 Kent Street, 
K2P 2A9, (613) 231-2922. 
Toronto GMB—11 Andrews Avenue, M6] 152, 
(416) 941-9945. Meetings first Thursday, 7 pm, 
each month, phone for location. 
Blackbird Design Collective Job Shop (I.U. 

Suite 301, Toronto 
M6G 2589, (416) 972-6293. ee 

UNITED KINGDOM 
ENGLAND 

Y0O1 5BQ. 
IWW Delegate—F. Lee, 22 Vicarage Lane, Bel- 

_ IWW Delegate—D. Czunys, 13 Wolsley, York, : 

grave, Leicester, LE4.S PD, Phone: 0533-661835 

UNITED STATES © 
ARKANSAS 

IWW  Delegate—P.O. Box 1403, Conway 
72032. 

CALIFORNIA 
| Los Angeles contact—Dorice McDaniels, (213) 
679-2570. 

IWW Local 1/Mendocino/Humboldt GMB— 

Anna Marie Stenberg, 254 Wall Street, Fort 
Bragg, 95437, (707) 961-0302. 

San Diego IWW—RMR Kroopkin, 
Fletcher Parkway #211, El Cajon 92020. 
San Francisco Bay Area GMB—1095 Market 
St., #204, 94103 (415) 863-WOBS. ~ 

2675 - 

J. Lewis. 

GEORGIA. 
Atlanta IWW_ Group—340 Elmira Place, 
30307. (404) 524-1243. 

HAWAITI 
Honolulu Area IWW Group (808) 732-7027 
Delegate: D. Goldsmith 

IDAHO 
Boise IWW Group—Delegate: W. Cohan, 2701 
N. 29th St., 83703, (208) 343-1699. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago GMB—(New World Resource Center) : 
1476 W. Irving Park, 60613 (312) 549-5045. 

_ Meetings, first Friday 7:30 pm, Labor Videc 
Forums, third Friday 7:30 pm. 
Champaign/Urbana IWW. Group—Box 2824, 
61820. 

onsen 
New Orleans Area IWW_ Group—R. 

899-0014, - 

MAINE 
Lewiston IWW Group—Contact: M. Lunt (207) 
786-6273. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore Area GMB—R. Bey, Black Shield, 
Box 1681, Glen Burnie 21060, (301) 367-3024. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston GMB—Box 454, Cambridge 02139, 
(617) 629-2922. Meetings, second Sunday, 2 pm. 
Delegates: Nora Smith, Dani Mavronicles. 

MICHIGAN | 
Southeast Michigan GMB—c/o Geoff Kroepel 
1409 Traver, Ann Arbor, 48105 
Delegates: Geoff Kroepel (313) 769-8629; Mi- 
chael Kozura (313) 973-9102. 

Delgates: Judi Bari, P.O. Box 656, Willits, 95490. - =: Ann Arbor Tenants’ Union Job Shop(I.U. 

670)—4001 Michigan Union, Ann Arbor 
48109, (313) 763-6876. Delegate: Jeff Gearhart 
(313) 994-5477. 
People’s Wherehouse Branch (I.U. 660) —727 
W. Ellsworth, Ann Arbor 48108, (313) 769- 

8629. Delegates: Carol Landry, Mark Kauf- 
mann (313) 483-3478. 

McCarthy, P.O. Box 15734, 70175-5734, (504) 
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Wobblies held ther convention, and long | 
before FW Anderson left the union his 
estate. The lawsuit is in no way contingent 
upon IWW support, financial or other- 
wise, nor is the union a plaintiff to the 
action. 

On the other hand. the decision cur- 
rently before the IWWs membership 
about whether to lend seed money to this 
lawsuit is a hotly contested issue, and 
rightly so. As FW 341341 has pointed out, 
the sums under discussion are high, and 
the political issues are potent. Members 
should carefully study both sides of this 
argument and be sure to cast their ballots 
when the time comes. a 

By running the article, the IW collec- 
tive was publicizing the activities of several 
of its members, activities which have pro- 
found ramifications for all of us. 

It is our policy to run all stories sub- 
mitted by members and branches, space 
allowing, especialy those showing the IWW 
involved in active struggles in their work- 
place and communities. It is not our place 
to judge the strategies adopted by local 
IWW groups, but rather to publicize the 
broad variety of activities our union is 
engaged in. 

anni 

The Industrial Worker is looking for 
people fluent in non-English languages 
who can peruse our foreign language 
subscriptions for relevant labor news that 
we can excerpt in the Industrial Worker. 

Please contact the IW. if you have some 
free time and fluency in French, Spanish, — 
Farsi, Italian, Swedish or Russian. 

N. Michigan—John Patterson P.O. Box 245, 
Conway 49722-0245, 

MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis / St. Paul IWW Group—Box 
2391, Loop Stn., 55402, (612) 339-5002. Dele- 
gate: Chris Shillock. 
Duluth Area IWW Group—1514 N: 8th. Ave. 
E., Duluth 55805. coe ae oo 

(601) 896-3515. 
MISSOURI - 

St. Louis Area IWW Group—P.O. Box 189, 
Pacific 63069. Contact: Orin Langelle, (314) 
257-2437. 

MONTANA 
IWW Delegate—George J. Evankovich, 214 
Roosevelt Dr., Butte 59701, (406) 494-2523. 

NEVADA 
Tahoe Area IWW—Larry Steinberg, P.O. Box 
1114, Dayton 89403, (702) 246-3120. 

NEWYORK | 
New York GMB—P.O. Box 1147 M, Bayshore 
11706. Delegates: Brian Mahoney (516) 586- 
2103. Jackie Panish, Box 372, Rego Park 
11374, (212) 868-1121. Rochelle Semel, RD 1, 
Box 158-B, Hartwick, 13348 (607) 293-6489. 
Bob Young, Box 920, Wingdale 12594. 
Socialist Party USA National Office Job Shop 
(1.U. 670)—516 W. 25th St. #404, NYC 10001. 
(212) 691-0776. 

OHIO | 
SW Ohio IWW Group— D.E. Slaton, Box 
26416, Trotwood, 45426, (513) 854-0051. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lehigh Valley GMB—P.O. Box 4133, Bethle- 
hem 18018, Delegates: Lenny Flank Jr. (215) 
759-7982, Mike D'Amore 
Dennis Good (215) 921-2459. 

Philadelphia IWW Group—Tom Hill, P.O. 
Box 41928, 19101. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Harbinger Publications Job Shop (1.U. 450)— 

Merll Truesdale, 18 Bluff Rd., Columbia 
29201, (803) 254-9398. 

: TEXAS 
Austin IWW. Group—P.O. Box 49523, 78765 
(512) 416-9619. 

(215) 434-0218, 

UTAH | 
Salt Lake IWW Group—Tony Roehrig, 2607 S. 
500 East, 84106, (801) 485-1969. 

WASHINGTON 
Bellingham GMB—P.O. Box 1580, 98227 

_ Tacoma/Olympia GMB & GDC Local 4—2115 
S. Sheridan Ave., Tacoma 98405, (206) 272- 
8119. 
Seattle IWW. Group—P. O, Box 95686, 98145- 
2686, (206) 525-1336. Delegate: Wayne Taylor. 
Street of Crocodiles Letter Press Job Shop — 
P.O, Box 20610, Seattle 98102, (206) 726- -5924 

WISCONSIN 
Madison GMB—Box 2605, 53701, (608) 255- 
1800. Delegates: Tim Wong, Jerry Chernow. 

Lakeside Press Job Shop (1.U. 450)—1334 
Williamson, Madison 53703. (608) 255-1800. . 
ee Jerry Chernow. ; 


