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The Anniversary of 
a General Strike— 
Nicaragua One Year Later 

_by Mary Ann Jasper 

During 1990 I worked in Nicaragua 
from January through September as a 

_ TecNica volunteer in a print shop in 
Managua. TecNica is, or was (in the 
aftermath of the Nicaraguan elections 
many U.S.-Nica solidarity organizations 
lost their grassroots support and went 
under) an organization that sent people in _ . 
the skilled trades and computer organiza~- _ their land titles, losing them to the banks - 

or they couldn't repay their loans at the tions to Nicaragua to provide training 

and_ technical support in their areas of 
‘expertise. 
The print shop where I worked was 

ciated with INIES, the nate See 

the electoral unph of he U. So 
financed counter-revolution in 1990 the 
print shop became, so to speak, an 
opposition press. My project involved 

_ helping to set up a darkroom and train 
someone to work i in it so that this ee of 

government. These included biweekly 
devaluations of the new cordoba (the 
Nicaraguan currency) as well as the first 
steps in privatizing the national banking 
system and the state-run industrial enter- 
prises. In the countryside, campesinos 
and co-ops were facing the new agricul- 

_ tural policies of the UNO government: 15 
agricultural loans, _ 

with no roll-overs for crop failure. As __ 
_ loan collateral they would have to put up _ 

percent interest on 

newly inflated exchange rate. Meanwhile 
the new cabinet ministers were raking in a 
salary of $5,000 a month in U.S. dollars 
(our U.S. tax: dollars hard at work)— 
good es in a country where the © 

the signing of accords between 
and the government. The government 

promptly reneged on the accords and 
continued firing state workers. The gov- 
ernment also chose this time to i issue e the 

“During the are. the workers stayed on 
their jobsites to keep them from being 

occupied by Soe 

the printing process would not have to be 
purchased outside of the shop. 
While in Managua I had the opportun- 

ity to read a book about the roots of 
Augusto Sandino’s political philosophy © 
and was surprised to learn that Sandino 
spent much of his twenties in Mexico, 
both in the capital and working in the oil 
fields of John D. Rockefeller, where he 
met some U.S. Wobblies who were help- . 
ing to organize the Mexican oil field 
strikes of the ’20s. It’s no surprise, 
therefore, that Sandino’s flag (still the 
flag today of the Frente Sandinista) bears 
not only the red of communism but the 
black of anarcho-syndicalism. After re- 
turning to Nicaragua to run the U.S. 

_ Marines out of the country he was setting 
up the first campesino cooperatives in 

Nuevo Segovia in the northern moun- 
tains of Nicaragua when he was assassi- 
nated by Anastasio Somoza. 
So, much as Sandino drew on the 
experience of the Wob organizers in the 
‘Mexican oilfields, we can look to the 
Nicaraguan general strike of 1990, draw 

some conclusions and apply them to the 
concept of a general strike here in the 
U.S. 

The general strike beeen late Sunday 
July 8 and lasted through Wednesday July _ 
11, when the FNT (National Workers _ 
‘Front—the pro-Sandinista unions) and 
the Chamorro government signed the 
accords that ended the strike. But the 
conditions leading up to the strike went 
back three months or more, to the first 

L changes implemented by the new UNO 

ee Ee 11-90 Tae 11-91, soting 
in motion a process allowing previous | 
owners returning from Miami in large 

- numbers to reclaim their lands and prop- 
erties that had been confiscated by the 
FSLN (Frente Sandinista Liberacion Na- 
cional) government. Much of this land 
had been distributed to cooperatives or 
private smallfarmers. 

In the UNO-dominated National Ae 
sembly the Sandinista labor code and 
civil service laws were voted down and 

_ the old Somoza labor code was reinstated 
_with no rights given to strike or bargain 
collectively. This was unconstitutional, 
of course, and would quickly be declared 
so by the Nicaraguan Supreme Court. 
The government retaliated by firing the 
Court's Chief Justice. - 

Meanwhile the public was suffering 
through constant devaluations of the 
cordoba. At the end of April when the 
government changed hands the exchange 
rate was 69,000 cordobas to the dollar. 
By the first of July it stood at 350,000 to 
the dollar. People on fixed salaries were 
really hurting. At the beginning of July 
the government announced that it was 
cutting back on the basic commodities 
(such as rice, beans, oil and sugar) 
previously subsidized | for state employees 
and cutting off the free subsidy of bus 
tokens to students and teachers. o 

This was the scenario immediately ee 
preceding the general strike. As people 
saw the revolutionary social gains they 

__had fought and died for chipped away by _ 
ane new a the cry arose ‘Ni un | 
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out on strike 7 fen days in an effort 
to compel the government to fepooate 
withthe workers. 

On Friday July 6 Minister of Labor 
Francisco Rosales issued a_counter- 
proposal: that he would negotiate the five 
demands that were specifically labor re- 
lated and would not touch on the larger 
‘economic issues. Then he issued a state- 

ment refusing to negotiate and declaring 
the strike ‘illegal, illicit and inexistent,’ 
and that any worker that did not show up 
ready to work as normal Monday morn- 

_ ing would be considered a striker in an 
illegal strike, subject to being fired. On 
top of all this another devaluation of the 
cordoba was announced and on Friday 
night a student was shot and killed at a 
neighborhood strike rally. Later it be- 
came known that the assailants had 

meant to hit the neighborhood leaders 
attending the rally. 

Sunday night while Managua slept 
people were busy putting up barricades at 
every major intersection. The FNT had 

_ voted for the general strike. At dawn the 
barricades to the south on the Carretera 
Masaya were torn down by the first 
trucks of armed strikebreakers brought in 
from Masaya by the government. These 
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1g the day Monday. 
upport rallies and 

. many of the neighborhoods 
although people ‘were nervous about 
reports of armed UNO supporters sniping 

at people from cars along the highways. 
From Monday through Wednesday the 

city was effectively shut down. There 
_were barricades at every major intersec- 
tion and the smoke from burning tires 
wafted through the city. The internation- 
al airport was closed down and no one 

_could enter or leave the country by air. 
International phone calls were shut down 
by the state communication workers so _ 

not even the government or the U.S. 
embassy could call home. 

We spent Tuesday afternoon iistening 
alternately to Radio Ya, the FSLN sta- 
tion, and the right wing Radio Corpora- 
cion. It was scary listening to the hate 
messages being transmitted from Radio 

_Corporacion. They were saying things 
like internationalists had been seen di- 
recting the construction of barricades and 
that they should all have been kicked out 
of the country once the UNO had as- 
sumed. power. They were giving out the 
names of various leaders of the pro-FSLN 

- communal movement of different neigh- 
borhoods with their addresses as though 

(continued on page 5) 
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Letters to the Editors... 
_ Dear FWs:. 

Greetings from the bowels of the Gulag. 
_ Thope that you all are at least well. I’m in 

the hole and will be there for another nine 
days. 

While I’m not ready for a class war yet, 
| Im getting there philosophically. But I 
| believe we must include as much of the 

middle class as possible in our struggle. 
When I was free and a member of the 
middle class, oftentimes I changed roles 
between being a “worker” and a “boss.” 
Butl was alwaysatoiler. _ Sy 
_As such, I agree with 90% of your 

articles and editorial comments. I would 
go even further. Not only must workers 
take over the means of production, but 
we must take over the government and 
educational operations of this country. 
But we must resolve now to adopt poli- 
cies that are environmentally sound. Be- 
cause if the earth loses its capacity to feed 
us, all other arguments are moot. 

Have you heard from Mr. John Perroti 
lately? I’ve not heard from or seen him in 
over a month. I wonder if he’s alright. 

These are my current thoughts from the 
depths of the bowels of the gulag. Until 
next time I remain with a blessing for a 
more peaceful and just world. 

In Friendship & Solidarity, 
_ Jacob F, 
Lebanon, Ohio 

Dear FWs: 

Thanks for the sample copy of Industrial 
Worker and the information on IWW. I 
would like to become a subscriber. I en- _ 
close the subscription part of the paper 
and a cheque with the proper amount. 
Unfortunately, any donation is beyond 
what I can afford because I am unem- 
ployed. Please note that I am not working 

_not because I don’t want to, but because 
I am forced to, due to the fact that I am 
joining the army this summer, which in 
Cyprus is obligatory. 

Just think that the government prevents 
people from working, thus cuts their in- 
come and doesn’t even give them an allow- 
ance just for the sake of going to the army. 
Note that the army service is 26 months 
(!) and the pay of a soldier is 15 pounds, 
which is about $30 a month! That means 
that a workers loses about three years of 
his life and during that time he can’t even 
save some money for the future. This is 
criminal. To choose not to go to the army 
is out of the question because then you 
are sentenced to two years imprisonment 
with “special treatment” on the menu. | 
wonder if you could write something 
about this situation which exists in many 
countries. 

All Support, 
Christos T. 
Nicosia, Cyprus 

IW 

fA BFOUD OF LVV 
—not large enough to be a GMB. 1.U.—Indus- 
trial Union, the IWW. number assigned to a 
particular industry. Delegate—An IWW mem- 
ber authorized to collect dues and to sign up 
new members. _ : - 

AUSTRALIA 
Jura Books—110 Chrystal St., Petersham, 
Sydney. 

CANADA 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

_ Vancouver GMB—110-511 Gatensbury St., 
Coquitlam, V3] 5E7. 
Eastside Datagraphics Job Shop (I.U. 450)— 
1460 Commercial Dr., Vancouver V5L 3X9, 
(604) 255-9559. John Barker, contact. 
SE British Columbia IWW Group—P.O. Box 
54, Balfour, VOG 1C0. Contact: David Everest 
(604) 229-4978,” 

MANITOBA 2 
Winnipeg IWW Group—B. Mackay, P.O. Box 
3204, GNPO, R3C 4E7. 

. ONTARIO 
Kingston IWW Group—472 Albert Street, K71 
3W3, (613) 544-2382. Delegate: Brad Waugh 
(613) 549-6094. a 

Ottawa IWW Group—388 1/2 Kent Street, 
K2P 2A9, (613) 231-2922. 

_ Toronto GMB—26A Oxford Street, 2nd floor, 

MST 1N9, (416) 972-6293. Meetings first 
Thursday, 7 pm, each month, phone for 
location. 

Blackbird Design Collective Job Shop (LU. 
-450)—394 Euclid Ave., Suite 301, M6G 259, 
(416) 972-6293. : 

UNITED KINGDOM 

. ENGLAND 
IWW Delegate—D. Czunys, 13 Wolsley, York, 
YOISBQ. ts 
IWW Delegate—F. Lee, 15 Melville St., Han- 
ley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3NB, 0782-214915. 

UNITED STATES 
ARKANSAS 

-IWW_ Delegate—P.O. Box 1403, Conway 
72032. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles contact—Dorice McDaniels, (213) 
679-2570, 

nines 
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Contribute to the LW. 
The Industrial Worker is a collec- 

tive effort. That means not only the 
_ collective members in San Francisco, 
but you too. We need your contribu- 
tions—articles, opinion pieces, and, 
especially, photos, cartoons, illustra- 
tions and other graphics. 

Send your contributions to: Indus- 
trial Worker Collective, 1095 Market 
Street #204, San Francisco, CA 94103. 
Or give us a call at (415) 863-WOBS. 

Directory 
TWW Local 1/Mendocino/Humboldt GMB— 
R. Withers, 32321 N. Harbor Drive, Fort | 
Bragg 95437, (707) 961-1953. st 
San Diego IWW—RMR Kroopkin, 2675 
Fletcher Parkway #211, El Cajon 92020, 
San Francisco Bay Area GMB—1095 Market 
St., #204, 94103 (415) 863-WOBS. | 

—M. Carlstroem, 2515 Piedmont #8, 
94607. 
New Earth Press Job Shop (I.U. 450)—1640 
Addison, Berkeley, 94702. Delegate: Dave 
Karoly (415) 549-0575. _ 
Santa Barbara Area IWW—S. Menard, (805) 
968-8456. 

COLORADO | 
Denver/Boulder GMB—2412 E. Colfax, Den- 
ver 80206, (303) 388-1065. Office open Satur- 
days 9-12. Meetings, second Sunday each 
month; phone for time. Delegates: Cliff Sund- 
strom, 910 E. 8th Ave. #202, Denver 80218 
(303) 832-7602. Dave Frazer, Box 6, Rollins- 
ville 80474, (303) 258-3732. 
P&L Printing Job Shop (I.U. 450), 2998 Clay, 
Denver 80211, (303) 433-1852. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta IWW Group—340 Elmira Place, 
30307. | 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago GMB—(New World Resource Center) 
1476 W. Irving Park, 60613 (312) 549-5045. 

Meetings, first Friday 7:30 pm, Labor Video 
Forums, third Friday 7:20 pm. 
Champaign/Urbana IWW Group—Box 2824, 

* 61820. 

LOUISIANA 
New Orleans Area IWW_ Group—R. 
McCarthy, 609 Jefferson Ave., 70115, (504) 
899-0014. ce 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore Area GMB—R. Bey, Black Shield, 
Box 1681, Glen Burnie 21060, (301) 367-3024. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston GMB—Box 454, Cambridge 02139, 

pm. Delegate: Dani Mavronicles. 

MICHIGAN | 
Southeast Michigan GMB—400 W. Washing- 
ton, #2B, Ann Arbor 48103, (313) 995-1422. 
Delegates: Geoff Kroepel (313) 769-8629; Mi- 
chael Kozura, Ingrid Kock (313) 973-9102. 
Ann Arbor Tenants’ Union Job Shop(I.U. 
670)—4001 Michigan Union, Ann Arbor 

(617) 629-2922. Meetings, second Sunday, 2 

48109, (313) 763-6876. Delegate: Jeff Gearhart 
(313) 994-5477. | 
People’s Wherehouse Branch (I.U. 660)—727 

_W. Ellsworth, Ann Arbor 48108, (313) 769- 
8629. Delegates: Carol Landry, Mark Kauf- 
mann (313) 483-3478. 
N. Michigan—John Patterson P.O. Box 245, 
Conway 49722-0245. a 

MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis / St. Paul TWW Group—Box 
2391, Loop Stn., 55402, (612) 339-5002. Dele- 
gate: Chris Shillock. —_ 
Duluth Area IWW Group—1514 N. 8th Ave. 
E., Duluth 55805. Delegate: Jack Rosenquist. 

IWW Delegate—George J. Evankovich, 214 
Roosevelt Dr., Butte 59404, (406) 494-2523. 

NEVADA 
Tahoe Area IWW—Larry Steinberg, P.O. Box 
1114, Dayton 89403, (702) 246-3120. 

NEW YORK 
New York GMB—P.O. Box 1147 M, Bayshore 
11706. Delegates: Brian Mahoney (516) 586- 
2103. Jackie Panish, Box 372, Rego Park 
11374, (212) 868-1121. Rochelle Semel, RD 1, 
Box 158-B, Hartwick, 13348 (607) 293-6489. 
Bob Young, Box 920, Wingdale 12594. 
Socialist Party USA National Office Job Shop 
(I.U. 670)—516 W. 25th St. #404, NYC 10001. 
Delegate: Ken Meyers, (212) 691-0776. 
New York Living Arts Job Shop—c/o Living 
Theatre, Box 20180, New York 10009 (212) 
979-0601. Delegates: David Boyl, 93 Ave. B 
#4F, New York 10009. Robert Hieger, 9 E. 3rd 
St. #4B. oO ; 

OHIO 
SW Ohio IWW Group—D.E. Slaton, 4263 
Drowfield Dr., Dayton 45426, (513) 854-0051. 

- PENNSYLVANIA 
Lehigh Valley IWW Group—Lenny Flank, Jr., 
P.O. Box 55, Bethlehem 18016, (215) 759-7982. 

Philadelphia IWW Group—Tom Hill, P.O. 
Box 41928, 19101. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Harbinger Publications Job Shop (1.U. 450)— 
Merle Truesdale, 18 Bluff Rd., Columbia 
29201, (803) 254-9398. 

| TEXAS | : 
Austin IWW Group—P.O. Box 49523, 78765 
(512) 416-9619, 

UTAH 
Salt Lake IWW Group—Tony Roehrig, 2607 S. 
500 East, 84106, (801) 485-1969. 

WASHINGTON - 
Tacoma/Olympia GMB & GDC Local 4—2115 
S. Sheridan Ave., Tacoma 98405, (206) 272- 
8119. 

Seattle IWW Group—P.O. Box 95686, 98145- 
2686, (206) 525-1336. Delegate: Wayne Taylor. 

| WISCONSIN a 
Madison GMB—Box 2605, 53701, (608) 255- 

_ 1800. Delegates: Tim Wong, Jerry Chernow. 
Lakeside Press Job Shop (I.U. 450)—1334 
Williamson, Madison 53701, (608) 255-1800. . 
Delegate: Jerry Chernow. 


