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“General Strike. 
French Bosses 

As this issue goes to press, the General 

Strike in France i is ending. its third week, 
although thereare: igns that the government 

may soon begin serious negotiations aimed 

at a settlement. Although the government 
has held firm on the broad outlines of its 
plan to slash public workers’ pensions and 
other benefits, it has offered to discuss spe- 

cific details of the plan. 

utility, postal, education and public : Service : 

workers are on strike, as are coal miners. 

Students have} er oo 2 strike in huge I um- 

have threatened to spread the sti tke il 
government does not begin serious negotia- 

tions, but press reports indicate that workers 

in some industries have begun drifitin gback - 

to work and the CFDT has offered to order | 
onal time operators, rather Pad are. owned its members to return to work if the govern- 

ment agrees to negotiations, = 
As the strike continued to build, 

ing students doubled their demands for in- 

creased funding, and the governmentagreed 
to add 4,000 jobs at French colleges. The 
government has been taking a harder line on 
workers’ demands. But as the strike contin-_ 

ues, the government is in an increasingly 

untenable position he French franc is col- 
lapsing i in internat 

and even | companies ne 

face oe obj ections from transnati ional compe: 

rations and financiers. Today, the conserva- 

tive government is finding that workers 

have the power to shut the country down if 
they choose to exercise it, and that there is 
nothing the government — with all its mili- 
tary and economic might—can do in the face 
of a united, determined working class. 

As we go to press it is unclear how this 

struggle will resolve itself. There i is little 

doubt tk at the major unions are seeking a 

: way to defuse the situation quickly, fearing 
_continued on as e606 
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hit by the strike are 

‘emional self destruction.” ” As you read 
this artich 2 believe: that 7 will ae ae 

they had bette In other words they became 

floating factories. Seattle alone has a fleet of | 
over 55 factory trawlers. — 

The owners of these ships are no songs: 

pee as dc 

tional Marine Fisheries Servic 

Now the capitalists realize. that: their 
ld” willrun n out if ne continue to 

Lo Boeing’ S latest offer, hich was ie : 
mered out over rthe weekend with the oe of 

managers said the uni 
_ the pact would be ee 

Chairman Frank Shrontz anid oe topcom- 
Pay executives: s qualified for os! ‘$2. 5 

not lost on. 1 workers who. ee “Ips § our 

_turn now. ”The ioe ey is oy” Mark | 

givin g, my oe Getz &I stopped for 
some breakfast about 9 a.m. Just eggs, toast: 

-Can’t really afford eating out just now. I 

up with. “We ve got Tabasco or salsa,” the 
oe i me. — s out oe I asked, 

- Ae a Worker es 

__ as apipefitter 

_ the Intern ational 

To make matters even worse one com- _ 

?p oy, All Alaskan Seafoods, took this idea 
even farther. They are buying up old Rus- 
sian freighters very cheap and converting _ 

em into factories only, where a fleet of 

fishing ship ; will bring them their catch and 
the factory ship will process the fish and off 

_ load the “product” to another ship that takes _ 
it to port. These ships will stay at sea up to 

_ six months at a time and wil service Op to 

_ 125 fishing ships each. 
This is where L come into the story, I 

have spent over 20 years working on ships 

eagun. let most of the 

Washington s state Sonat now govern nie 

biggest wineries’ fields, gave the strikers a 
$1,000 check recently, Alaska Airlines’ 
Flight Attendants have donated literally tons 

of food to the strikers’ food bank. So many 
truck drivers honk their horns at the sight of 

sociation of Machinists, 

District 15 , picket signs, that itcan be hard 

for us to converse sometimes. 
_Alotof folks around here see the strike 

as something ae than nest another labor 

Tt nega Avenue | 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
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e fish are coming in we are 
worene 16 plus hours a day. Throwing fish 

down shoots, casting back unwanted fish, 

_and what we keep are sliced and diced into 

everything from fishmeal to the packaged 
fish you buy in the store,” my Chicano fire- 
watch tells me. He went on to say that the 

workers on the ship sign an 80-day contract 

_ and are paid a percentage of the catch. The 

_ Ocean Phoenix is the largest factory trawler 

in the U.S. fishing fleet. It is over double the 

size of the regular factory trawlers. And like 

2) other factory trawlers, the decks below 
working factories (in the case 

s even out on 

us pay $45a month tocovera family created 
: real sticker shock. I aes that ee and I 

costs under the: company’ Ss plete No wonder 

_all kinds of non-union workers, temps, even © 
25¢ers (as some older Seattleites call 
Boeing’s front-line supervisors, whose sala- 

_ries in the old days: were union wages plus 

25¢) are openly rooting for us. After all, if 
we lose, this region will be that much closer 

cee to minimu a see 

s el red spoke: 
' La United. Steelworkers mem- 
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edition ie arrive 
was mislaid at I WW 

overseas subscribers. ) Previously had been | 
three to four months behind. Getting some- 
thing regularly makes a big difference to us 
far-flung Wobs. 

Inspired, I’ve finally got organized to 
send you copies of graphics | ( 
small, Sydney-based class 

Nestle Boycott Spreading _ 
___ The following is excerpted fromaletter 

_ to Lew Church of the Northwest oF _ 
Committee: 

ck ve been meanin ngt 2 Contest you sooner 

: repasding the International Nestle Boycott _ 

against Bottle Baby Disease which - Tve_ 

__ been following in our Union’s newspaper 

the Industrial Worker 

I currently reside in rural Rew Tok 
State near Cooperstown. A newspaper called 

the Pennysaver is widely distributed di- 
rectly to the mailboxes of several oe 
residents... 

 1U 330: Building Construction Workers 

/ 0116- 266-1835 

ee message gets: published 
and distributed i in this area. 

_ Unfortunately, Iwon’t be able to afford 
a noe than the one-time ao of the 

-aualiby, control.” (smile). Stay strong. _ 

‘For the One Big Union & the Works 

Paul Poulos 

IU 120: Forest Workers 

_ IU. 450: Print & Pub ishi g House Workers _ 

Sydney _NEws Iww- PO Box 

oe a  . 

7 CANADA 

"MANITOBA. 
Winnipes GMB- B. Mackay, PO Box 3204, 
_GNPO,R3C 4E7,— 

‘ONTARIO. 
Ottawa GMB- 388 1/2 Kent, K2P 2A9. 613) 
231-2922 <indwrk @web. apc.org> 

Toronto Group- 11 Andrews Ave M6]. 182. A16/ 
941-9945 Meets. e Thurs | a mo ee for _ 
location. _ | 

. " BRITISHISLES: 
Regional 
Humberstone Gate, Leicester 4aWB, tel no 

ENGLAND: _ 
London Cro and IU 530 OCourers 

ce 620 group— del. ¢ 
Omdurman Street, Sw 1 don SN JHA A, 017 

610707 — _ 
General Distribution Workers IU 660 and Kent 

IWW- del: Ray Carr, 40 Comwallis Circle, / 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 IDU © 

SCOTLAND © 

_ Job Branch= 5 or more members in workplace 
-GMB=General Membership Branch 
[U=Industrial Union Del=Delegate 8 -Mendocino- Bill M eyers, di 
GOC= Organizing Committee. 

Organising Committee— 75 enc 

10630 GOC- Jim a 
_ Worcester 01609 

Deane Siecde, Cincinnati, 

Roland Thurmaier, Stevens. Point, Wis 10 

Leal Hees Man OR 

“thousands: if peeel ie one be cone aes 
4 . y y call reform. In 

/ though a commission was pene in or- 

der to discuss teachers’ situation, nothing 

has been negotiated. That commission has 

- presented any solutions so far. 
_Our inflation rate is now 22%, and we 

_areonly going to geta salary’ increase of 8%. 

a adgtn 8 accordin te Bo new ‘pension 

Wore Union Peak 2 Ms Australia 15 

Bob Heald, Montpelier, VT == 50 
Ronald Lybarger, Plymouth,OH 10 
Norma Gaines, Granite City,IL = 5 

_ Bruce Kayton, Brooklyn, Nr.tiéid‘‘B 

James Erickson, Hot Springs, MT. 2 

Aaron. Rothenburg, Tempe,AZ 9 
_ Many thanks, fellow. worker: for your 

generous support. 

_Utah Phillips Solidarity Fund 
Yen Chin, Seattle, WA | 
Irene Finley, Vancouver, WA | 50. 

$25 

and Barbara Byrd Portland,OR _-25 

_ Montserrat Sagot 

‘UNITED STATES 

CALIFORNIA 
11884-1818. 

San Diego Group- . Box 907, San eee 
— -92112- 0907. 6 9/284-WOBS _ 

Santa Cruz GMB- PO Box 534, 95061 | 

_1U450 New Earth Press Job Shop- 1921 oe 
Berkeley 94703 510/549-0176 _ 

1620 Job Shop, UC) 

nee 0540, Mon & T ae 7 p.m., is 
Wed, Fri 3-6 p.m., Sundays 6-9 P. m. PO oes 

40485, 94140. 415/863- WOBS — 

COLORADO > 

10450. P&L | 

Denver 80211 

Denver/Boulder-— Del: Cliff Sundstrom910E, 8th : 
_ AY. #202, 80218. 303/832- 7602. 

POB 370663, 80237- 0663. 

“GEORGIA. 
Atlanta Group- George Nikas, 11 Clarendon 

vin Kon boa ce 

ining Park Road #87 
Aeets Ist Fri. 7:30 pm. 

Stevenson College IU 620 Branch- Rm 3. 05 
_ Bankhead Avenue, Sighthill, Edinburgh 

WALES © 
_ Aberystwyth IWW- c/o 14b. Vulcan Street, 

Aberystwyth, ph: 01970-624 590 

IRELAND - 

Co. Wicklow Tww- PO Box 20, 

Wicklow. Del: Bob Cullen. 
“4001 | Michigan Union, Ann Ar Or 
763- 6876. 

NYC GMB- Del: 

Job Shop- 2298 Oey, 

le ine . 

Pl., Avondale Estates 30002 _ gnikas @unix.cc. | 

. Truesdale, de 

803/254-9398 

. ae apc.org 

Rodney Ruedele, Columbus, OR | 
Erik Olsen, Northampton, MA 
Heather Kennedy, Portland, OR | 
Mike Ballard, Palo Alto, CA _ 
Dennis Kincade, Portland, OR 

James Hutchinson, Urbana, IL 

James Giddings , Greenville, NH | 
_ Henry: Hutto, Salem, OR 

DIR santa DRY | 
"MINNESOTA 

Duluth GMB- 8 N. 2nd Ave Ek, #301, Duluth 

95803 218/723- 71887. 

"MISSISSIPPI 

Gulfport Group- C.G.Streuly 601/896- 35 15. 

MISSOURI 

tren, 716/232-4005 
Wade Rawluk, 5610 

Netherland Ave #4D, Bronx 10471. 718/796- 
3671. Rochelle Semel, RD] Box 158-B, Hartwick 

‘13348. 607/293- 6489 

_ PENNSYLVANIA 
Lehigh Valley GMB- POB 4133 Bethlehem 

18018 610/515-0181. Del: Trish D’ Amore 434- 

ing St #8A, Lancaster 17602. 

R dine. Group- PO Box 8468, 19603. Del: 
Dennis Good 215/921 -2459; Rick Page 2 . 
(562-3487 © | 
‘PhiladelphiaGMB- _4722 Baltimore Ave. 19143, 

<phillyiww @iww. org>. 

_1U660 Wooden. 

Shop- Merll 

802/482-4601 or. ae 0571 

WASHINGTON . 
10460. potas © a Flour Mill Job oe _. 

“Madison GMB- PO Box 2605, 53701. 608/ 
255-1800. Del:Tim Wong, Jerry Chernow _ 

en.flank@node99.com> Bruce Mark 7 

-cords Job Shop . 

Columbia 29201. |



ek he Gianicing - L 

ae talk show woe A 

oe jigeners called in with / 
out. pout t treatment, in Soe _ 



One thing you , ni | 

is hes increasing plet! 
corners > the Globe. I 

: the ¢ exotic, 

Loe al
so te

  . 

winner ela de de ' 

different route for each day of th 

had his. nepete eet a in wh 

it on vehi was 
when workers i in- 

y greater in the 
ikers a are back’ on 



) lies 

The following column ae Ken ‘Saro-— 
Wiwa, a dissident recently : murdered by the 

i government, originally ran in the 

loan; his government céntniaed the Negotia 
_ tions but promised Nigerians a “national 

debate” before entering into a 
_ Public reaction was 0} 

Up... 

1 
Ba
 | | k

K 

lanta... hee I was oe as fae / 

_Wee-Wee. Uncomfortably « close to ae tol- 

let, you might say. 
_I was minded, that day, to ae my 

name to something more heavenly like Wiwa 

or oS a refrained from joing, so. - ine | 

2 islwas on hale ciepred en alo 

ing ee National fay Te am not a ae : — 
going man. Invariably, I find myself, inthe 7 

t. day, glued tomy telephone or sitting inthe =| 

invitation arrived at my Surulere office — 

aa to... Ken Sarohiwa. Ae itcame _ 

nt offices of the high and mighty in — 
eria pursuing you know what. AU night, 

Tmin my study..., struggling. endlessly with 

native Khana. No- 
ne invites me to parties. Which i is a bless- | 

ing. So the half of my surprise was that the 

ords in. English or 

Indian eh Commission had called me . 

Since I haven never en to a diplomat’s s 
party, and I do not mind a new experience, Ff mn! 

_Itook my courage in my hands. and wended _ my bre 
my waytoEleke Crescent... 

___ Isuspected I would be lost at the pony. 
_ Iknew that my perpetual adire shirt would 
__ mark meoutas anon-diplomat and thatI did | 

useless, And I 
| inspiration. be. 

Thecalls: are. mi 

a ee have the polish to match a diplomat’s 

| shoes. I was lost. I held my soft drink (no. - 
__ alcohol was served) and the only upiena 1 a 

J met almost sent me to my grave. | , 
el he did not deal mea blow. He was / 

Association’ journal 

_that women who worked 1 

SiX OF more years: ne a 9 

work 10-hour: aes for 10 cents 

‘spokesman for Gov. J. Fife 
Symington says this will, keep them. too | 

busy to file lawsuits against the state. 
While Clinton gumpets make: noises m 

against prison labor in China, slave labor is 
_ sweeping theU.S. It’s the bosses’ job-cre- 
ation strategy... Companies are eagerly 
bidding for the right to run prisons on a for- 
profit basis... Ah, the joys of competition. 
__. May Day: In the works is a special 
section on workers’ culture for our May ‘96 
issue. Your contributions are welcome. 

‘Making Cat Meow... 
spect instead of the past practice of i intimi- 
dation and disciplinary action... 

A few friendly purrs on the part of Cat 
will receive a welcome response from its 

_ employees and their union, 

- Bay Kelber 

& 

st thro g he laos: actions 

¢ foe: and n more workers ey 

insistence on. ae its economic these. 

ib a ing at the. expense ur human welfare. In 

Shine a all time. . | 

_ The World Bank itself has now ac- _ 

ernments: the governments are autocratic, - 

_ Nigeria, as elsewhere, its potent instrument 

exchange rate. The fixing of that rate 
as I can see it, a con; it is dubious 

yne can convince me otherwise. And 
tor-nations realized the po- 
the World Bank, the sooner | 

dt eto face the bogus economic 
of the Bank with an equivalent 

_ weapon - _ reals Ss power. At no matter 
et cost. 



= ay will result in st 

intransi gience, but has litle room to maneu- 
ver within | the mandates” im osed | Dy 

r 1 to the. “global competition” myth, i.e, 
/ German workers 1 

wills to sallow our ae ie oe dre: 

beconstrained by: thoser mandates Or 

we will insist on ( tini 

Needless to say, business. eae and 

employers are “skittish” about the plan. 
_ The turmoil in Europe tends to put the 

our own hands, and building a future we can _ 
look forward to, not fear... 

: Class stnigiie 
French public sector workers have 

gripped the country ina nationwide general 

strike. Upto 5 million workers are involved _ 

in what is escalating to a trial of strength 
between the state and the working. class. 

_AsIwrite, French trains have been | 

_ the rails for the seventh consecutive day, _ 
Pickets have halted scab trains by holding 
mass meeting on the rails in the major sta- 

_tions, a tactic which the police seem unable _ 
to deal with. 

_ Students have taken their own n struggle 
out of the campuses and on to the street. 

_ on the side of the strikers. This was con- 
_ firmed by a BBC journalist who could not — 

find a single traffic-jam- bound. commuter ok 
opposed to the strike! - 

amon g ‘the transnati 

_ who can beat-up work: 

tion | is nue 

straw which wl b ak he. camels. back. 

After the students, he way workers, the 
RATP workers (regional transport system) 

and the postal workers come the medical 

_ workers, Air France and Air Inter workers, 

lorry drivers, teachers and many others... 
; es they all come to dance. 

The right wing French media have | e 

grudgingly admitted that public opinion is __and pensions to tl e laws ol orn ander the 
_ pretext of ‘reforms,’ the government is not 

king’ oe itis call- 

French unions are split siete polidcal _ 
lines. There are a number of federations: 

CGT (broadly supportive of the former com- | 

munist party, although with a syn 

element- ‘Some sections r 

- socialist pally) There are a number of splin- i 

ter organisations of the above, and there _ 
CNT-F, the IWA section. 

Total union membership is about 20 
per cent of the working population. ihe 
mass nature of the strike means that the - 

unions are notin control of it and would find _ 

tea difficulty calling: it off. At new ‘gro Ke 

ae with unions “claiming responsibility” / 
for the strikes after the event. The reality / 

that workers are wildcatting.’ 

The dispute is about gove Ln plans. 
to overhaul the welfare system, 

benefits all round, cutting back on medicine 

and public sector workers’ conditions. The _ 
government says there must-be cuts to en- 

noble 

_ construction plans: 

. ; yond 

they would place us: they express | 
need to defend not only what we | 

‘have won but also to grab. os a 
‘minimum quality ollie 

_JANUARY 1996 
"differently... 

new cocel secuity. comenuioie | ware 

freezes, higher taxes, reduced unemploy- 

_ ment benefits), the development of forms of 
under-paid under-employment, sectoral re- 

one oe 7 

ues to epnpete o 

So. You Doni Re 

raids onincome... Simply not to go 

under becomes a ‘pivilege.’ _ 

Onthe contrary, the strikers of 

these last few weeks have opened 
a breach in the consensus of pas- 

_ Sivity and resignation. Beyond the 

ies need to squash the ‘Juppé - 

‘Plan’ | . the demands which are 

coming Ho light today go well be- _ 
e ‘categories’ into which © 

_ Throughout Puince aden are. edu 

ON around us: 3.5 million 
aployed, a growing mass of workers 

whose jobs are on the line. across the planet, — 
the growing impoverishment of whole con-_ 

_tinents whilst the wealth of oe = never 
ceases to grow... / 

Here, even in Perpistinn : 
. there are loads 2 ee 

able France to become part of the small / I E 

groups of countries developing a single 

European currency. They claim that the 
French State cannot afford the welfare ae 
tem. The workers have said “No cuts.” _ 

Given that a lot of political and eco- 
nomic power is at stake it is hard to see 
the government will be able to. back down. 
It Ly become a war of attriti 

; / Kevir 

Fighting the World 

Econom c Order | 
‘While France struggles with its mas- 

sive epidemic of WOE, the German gov- 
ernmentis, goeuuas mueously awaiting | Ly 
outcome. | 

The Gena government has been 

claiming fiscal problems. and asking for 
concessions from the unions. Germany’ s 

largest union, IG Metall, has presented an 

“Alliance for Jobs” proposal which offers to 
talk about wage concessions but demands: | 

that wages must be tied to inflation, 300,000 
new jobs in the next three years — 110,000 
next year, and benefits for part-timers in 
exchange for allowing “flexible” schedul- 

| randstatier 

religious orde... 

there is the restructuring of the social secu- 

question! It’s unbelievable. . 

political decision a 

oe and d obedient 

. people. as olde: as seb: ist 

be ee wi hin: a neo- 

take the taxpayers’ money to Mururoa i in- 

oe of i investing it in education... 
_AIl around us, despite the Rilse pre- 

tences of the media, the flood of repression _ 
_and exclusion is g wing... Our future i 1s 

being pawned, the present. brings its own 
impoverishments. There is the right to be 

_ laid-off, the right to despair or ang , th 
is the humiliation of immigrant workers, 

there are the expulsions and the extradi-- 
tions, there is the return to moral, sexist and 

there is the teachers Crisis, 

rity system. There is nothing : but the rich 
getting richer and the poor getting poorer. 

Then there’s the police and wage slavery 
which: beckons. There’ s the. take-over of 

_as ifthe wish in 
to jeopardise the whole of oe wasn vt a 

_action is as political s oe which would _ p O§ 

_repressive measures 
“since 1981, neigh 

__ penal code, increased police powers, video | 

_ surveillance, repression of social move- _ 

_ ments, Schengen agreements etc. Scape- 
goats must be found. Today France is an - 
openly racist country. Finally there isthe | 

; principle of divide and rule: oppose the - 

* Effective equality ofa access. to social 
services such’ as health. 

_ The repeal of repressive and racist 

laws and regulations such as the infamous 
_ ‘Pasqua Laws’ (Pasqua was a former Home 

Secretary. to the right of the right). 

At the grass roots it is not only support 

: for the strikers which is necessary, but also 

our participation in the general movement: _ 

we are neither ‘ spectators’ nor simple ‘ uS- _ 
ae but workers (public and private), the 

insecure, the unemployed, students, school 
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Bur Let 
| us BE. 
REALISTIC ; 

Wwe ARE THE 
RULING © 

o the South. Everywhere We 
can see oe ofa eal social Apa . 

. unequal social order the state announces 
ymmunity policing __ 

rhood watch, a new 

in French and foreigners, workers and the un- 

worl mar cet. The 2 aim isto bing Jovan the 

cost of labour by giving | free Tel en to busi- 

iene political decisions’ as to which bud- 

gets to cut: educai ion, health, ASSEDIC, 
social security... whilst leaving alone, of 

course, armaments and the pole Bravy 
train (6% rise). 

Must we continue to submit our health, : 

education and the rest of our living condi- 

oe 

_ work we must aqu 

employed, the’ haves and ae have ee 
women and men... _ 

_ Our revolt against the logic of liber 
ism manifests itself by a refusal of all au- 

_thoritarian systems. and a call for solidarity 
between individuals nd nations based on 
free exchange. We desire a share of wealth 
rather than simply r misery. With or without 

: the means to live with _ 

dignity. When we think of the profits linked 
to financial speculation and also the fiscal 
fraud linked to it which in France, every 

_ year, is equal to the budgetary deficit (230 

billion francs) we no longer want them e 
— tor us of sacrifice. 

— SCALP, Nantes 

ar Because we ma
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attenders; some are on strike some aren't — 
but we have the same problems we are allin — 

_ the same boat, we are victims of the same _ 

_ resistance, general strike... social regression. . 

Do the laws of economy. condemn us? 

Let’s burn the statute book! To struggle, to 

achieve dialogue, to imagine and build other . 
ways of living together it is, now more than 

_ ever, the time for our rage, our anger, our 

needs and our desires so that this generalised _ 

disatisfaction should become a movement 
of generalised. social confrontati n, SO that 

Chirac: a J Uppe should step aside and that 

OH wees . 
. GETTER 
AN 
YESTERDAY... 

Now WHAT Covd 
AIRER 

Calgary Hospital Ww ike rs 
: Bety Back-to-Work Order | 

_ Hundreds of unionists from across 

Alberta joined striking Calgary hospital — 
workers on picket lines Nov. 18th and 19th, © 
joining strikers in defying a Labour Rela- 
tions Board “back to work” order. __ 

ployees Local 6 — staged a wildcat strike 

__ health authority intended to contract-out 

laundry services in Calgary hospitals. The 

_ laundry workers walked out when they dis- 
covered their jobs were b ing. replaced by a 

_. private company, K-Bro, in Edmonton. 

other hospital workers from food services, 

housekeeping and nurses. Doctors refused . 

to book patients in for surgery and the Re- _ 
_ gional Health Authority was forced to de-_ 

_ clare a state of emergency in the hospitals. _ 

On Nov. 18 hundreds of workers from 
Calgary, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red 

Deer, Fort McMurray and Edmonton joined — 

their fellow workers on the picket lines at. 
Calgary’ sremaining four hospitals. The Tory _ 
government has shut down several hospitals: 
across the province in the past year. 

Strikin ig workers kept scabs from mov- 

_ing laundry in or out of the hospital. Local 
administrators, exempt staff and. manage- - 

ment had been trying to run the laundry. 
_ Two hospitals service the Calgary region _ 

with laundry service, a further effect of the _ 

government s cutbacks in health care. 

Workers on the picket lines are defiant. 
They have told the press that contracting- 
out was the final straw; they had taken the 
roll-backs in good faith and now that they | 

THAN THAT? 

expropriatio ; 

as goals a are equality, justice, solidar- 

_— ol D 
_ Striking Liverpool docke 

nae oy in thei 

to snother UK port afer the com- 
pany came under pressure from _ 
the International Longshoremens 
Association in the United States. 
The I.L.A. threatened to refuse to. 

_ handle ACL cargo if 
ee rike-bound port. 

a of the high levels 
an Union funding that 
y Dock and Harbour 

’ as more and more Lee walked out _ 

over the weekend. 

of our intentions 

company 

The following communication was re- 

_ ceived iby strikers recently from the Austra- 

iia aritime Union, Central N N SW: _. 

‘Dear Comrades, 

cS “good serve” when working (i.e. a go slow) ; 
nd then another 24 hours before its dep . 

: focus on returning the NDP to power inthe _ 

it shis does not convince the ABCline 1998 elections. The “socialist” NDP was — 

tinue our utmost _ 

l ma) rust atthe _ 
#&# ~~~. business interests. 

een an inspiration 

rent Cilies. Sloper actions will oc- 

cur in other places. 

_ These rotating s strikes are suppotied by 

most unions in the province as a-means to - 
___ protest governmentanti-labor laws, layoffs, 

_“The “Cornelius Verolme” has arrived © 
at an opportune time in Sydney and be : 
assured the Central NSW branch willensure _ 
that it does not start on time for at least 
another 24 hours and then will receive a 

and undermining of wages by cutting of 
social programs. The urban general strikes 

ngest action seen here in many 
years by trade unions. However, some unions _ 
— notably the Steelworkers and Food and 
Commercial Workers — oppose general 

strikes, arguing that workers should instead 

turned out of office recently after workers 
became disgusted by its Syieition to big- 

_ Meanwhile, rank-and- file union mem-. 

0 | ber and supporters are building a move-_ 

= ene Ontario 
_ Asthe enact Wore | goes. io press. : 

eres Is ied by cae Aue. Workers : 
union, as s the: most: powerful Divas seriot 

_The Tory p Sy incial government pander” It is 

Premier Ralph Klein (called “News of the 
_ North” by the Wall Stree Jour ial)h 

attacking Alberta’s social safety net these - 
_ The hospital workers — members of the - 

Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 
8 and the Alberta Union of Provincial Em- _ and welfare. As well, 

has captioned regional boards in health and 
Nov. 15 after learning that the regional _ education, stripping power away from local - 

hospital and school boards. As a result, _ 
_ these regional health authorities have been — 
_ given the responsibility to impose whatev 
| changes: are necessary to live within th : 
government budget reductions. =~ 

The Alberta Labour Relations Board 
ordered striking workers back to work two _ 
days later, but workers voted to defy the _ 
injunction. They were joined that day by 

past two years. These attacks have included 
_ massive budget cuts to hospitals, education — 

e Klein. government 

Public sector workers in Alberta have 

taken wage and benefit cuts ranging from 5 — 
to 20 percent. Still their jobs are not secure — 

_as the provincial government bulldozers Z ] 
trout privatization of services. 

_ K-Bro Linen, a private founds 6 com- 
pany, recently was successful in its. bid to 

privatize the University of Alberta’ S. 
(Edmonton) Hospital laundry service, put- 

ting unionized workers out of work. K-Bro_ 
had been successful seven years ago ina ( 
low-ball bid to privatize laundry Service at | 

_ the Royal Alex Hospital in Edmonton. 
_ K-Bro has received $1 million in ven- : 

_ turecapital from the taxpayer-funded Alberta 
_ Venture Capital fund. Thecompany claimed 

to need the money to expand operations in 

_ American hospitals; in reality it spent most 
of its energy trying to gaina monopoly over 

_ laundry services being privatized in Alberta. 
Premier Klein has tried to defuse the 

situation by recommending a cooling-off 
period of six months before the health au- 
thority tries to privatize hospital services. 
This from the tough-talking populist who - 
claimed that the demonstrations and name- _ 

calling “won’t make me blink.” Well he has. 

I) has been 

their jobs, i ithas gro’ 

have se af sees “happen in ae | 
bac The strike adds ones to asmol- 

ment for a: larger provincial or national 

_ general strike with larger demands. 

_ Several thousand signs, buttons and 

o leaflets have been distributed in Ontario in - 
sane Secrsunee’ recent weeks calling for an indefinite shut 

ational solidarity —_ 
f other’ sstruggles no — 

matter ater! they are | taking. place — is / 
absolutel essential ify we are to turn back — 

down to roll back the cuts to social programs 

and improve benefits for workers. Activists 

are spreading the campaign to other union 

members, student activists are also involved 

as wellas unemployed. _ 
‘Tade union leaders are not suppers 

the call for a larger general strike, though 

some locals have endorsed it.. The Ottawa _ 

IWW branch is Aupporting the —— 

: British Miners. 

oR Demand Their Own 
‘The British National Union of Minersis 

trying: to make one of the privatised mines 

ores and oes with the union. RI B 

show | million fe au it can pay our : 

members who produce. that profit an in- 

_crease in basic: pay now,” said NUM Presi- 
Arthur: Scargill. 

“In its north Selby pit i in 1 Yorkshire, RIB 

has threatened to fire workers who threat- 
strike after the pompany, slashed 

tive bonus pay. 
- Although 83.4 percent of NUM mem-_ 

_ Des eee for RIB voted in favor of 

id lees. to Ahe 

tae for 3 an’ end | to cuts in 

eporters that while this began asa __ 
strike for one group of workers protecting 

ntoa struggle tostop | 
: “protect our health: the healthcare cuts an 

bertans.”’ 

alth Authority is now seeking ¢ a 
er to force the strikers back to 

work. Pickets are defiant, and are claiming 
_to be etait ae oe. the courts 1 in- 

unions” ehick fae ee Tory laws pre- 
venting t them from taki ng industrial action — 

even. though they have balloted their mem- 
bers in accordance with those laws. 

_For example, the rail union, RMT, was 

told that a 24-hour strike could not goahead 
_ becaus some ofits members. had only joined 

the union after the ballot vote had been held 

_asituation which will always occur. 

‘But even though the strike was poli: - 
ited, RIB has already made several conces- 

sions in an effort to head off a new strike 
vote: Budge 

three-year pay freeze; the company said it 
s withdrawn the. threat of a - 

_ would give an increase in pay (not nego- 

sions were “told they n no slatiger 2 
had jobs. Firings took place in Raleigh, NC; 
Austin, Texas; Rochester, Minn; San Jose, — 

Eddie Starr, featuring his song, “War on the Ca; Poughkeepsie and Somers, NY. - 
As the mass firings continue, IBM. 

management continues to hire temps as well 
_as new hires at substantially lower pay. IBM 

Workers need to organize and fight back, _ 

_— Lee Conrad, IBM Workers United 

__ tiable) in 1996; RJB introduced a holiday 
bonus (with strings); and RJB. paid £1,000 | 

“efficiency supplements” for bosses, depu- 

1 ties and a small portion of NUM members. 

War Z ne - Union Jax 
Benefits Staley Workers — 

_ “War Zone’ isa tape by labor troubador 

Workers. ” All proceeds go to Decatur, Tl, 
_to benefit families . .of locked-out Staley 
workers and ‘ “replaced” Firestone strikers, 

$10 donation to: Gene Reay, USWA, 3751 
-Pennridge Dr. #114, Bridgeton MO 63044 



fellow workers who haven’ thad a paycheck 

in a hell of a long time. Got to respect folks 
with that much solidarity. The week before: 
that there was a 2,000 person tally upin | 

Everett. Yes, that Everett, the one famous i in 

IWW history. Boeing strikers and : support- 
ers nearly filled the Everett Me orial Sta-  f 

_ dium to hear an interesting bunch of solidar- ; 
ity speeches. I don’t know if the newly _ 

elected AFL-CIO to Is really oo inau-. 
gurate a “New Era for 

appreciate the fact that, in vere 

down: by several hours. T eve 
speeches by Sweeney, Chave 

and Trumka to be more militan ae fe / 
ever heard from the: mouths of AFL-CIO / 

officials. Can’t imagine that ex-AFL leader 
ows the. ord capi- 

talism. But the AFL-CIO’s new. President, / 
Lane Kirkland even 

_ John Sweeney, used it as an in 
__ it’ssupposed to be used. TP’mnotho ingmy 

breath for him to start a genuine new era for 

labor — i.e., one in which greedy corporate : 
execs and capitalists find honest jobs, though. - 

It was also nice that the radicals with axes to 

, hone of 
the usual Democratic Party politicians were - 

allowed to stump for votes on labor’s dime. 
This fact alone probably cut the rally _ 

found the 

grind were outnumbered, yet treated po- 

litely, by actual unionists. Unionists ae 
the Firefighters, Teachers, Farm ’ 
State County & Municipal Workers, News: Q _ 
paper Guild, Teamsters, Steelworkers, Op 
erating Engineers, United 

Union (railroad Sitch operators) 
Clerks, Longshore, 

In fact, the only 
rally that I didn’ tl 

tight, but ‘didn’ h of dummies,” 
said, and I had to agree. _ 

The Teamsters, whose members. ane | 

747 wings and AWACS radomes and vari- © 
ous other gizmos up and down I- 5 between _ 
the various Boein 

too. All of them 

picket lines did honk their horns and wave at _ 
us, at least. Some SPEEA members and - 
Teamsters have been j Joining our pickets on / 

their off hours, which is very nice. Their 
unions’ officials / have sent our hardship 

fund money and food, I hear. Maybe next 
_ strike, the workers at Boeing, all the work- 

have its tlvantges. Gerald opine that the 0 

‘whole lot of them upatthe Seattle Hall will 
be out after the next election.” Jim nodded. 
I shrugged. “Did you notice,” Gerald went. 
on, “that we got our contract-vote validation. 

y after the _ 
company and union negotiators announced 
that they were returning to the table? And 
the zday before the vote, the companys sends 

cards in the mail the very de 
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tract that pays our medical and stops. sub- 
contracting.” “Medical, maybe. But I bet no 

contract can pull the fangs on subcontract- 
ing. As long as labor is cheaper at Heath 

Tecna or American Building Maintenance 
a, than here, Boeing’Il gladly contract out to 

places like that.” 
“Or Mexico, like with the blanket shop.” 

Gerald said. Less than a hundred yards: away, 

: the shop where Vietnamese (mostly) women 
(mostly) used to make insulating blankets 
for various. Boeing aircraft sat not only 

empty, but tiny, compared to its: size a year. 

. ago. Most of their work got subcontracted 

) some ue om the Mexican | 

fused them on ‘account of. 

As Let’ Ss hear it for 

itions are very , dange 
ng hours, and hav 

te the crew. 
Few of these opes go into 

ee of the work o on them is done by con- - 

tractors who work the ship where ever it is 
docked. The contractors bid on. ‘different 

__ work and the contractor who is able to pay 

be surprised hether he’s dumped: or kept.” 
“He’ s out, unless he comes up with a con- 

a 

_ their workers the least amount ofmoneyand 

} cut the most corners (quality, safety and 

him of embezzling union. funds. So I won us what not) gets the work. Those who work | 
_ for the contractors are really nothing more 
than skilled temp workers. The contractor 



one day, and he spoke 
ords about the Rybak 

e line for workers like 
ere was no lower point 

: I th n to working on 

_. fitter work. 

_ Contract workers are. s forced: 

_we were up to 12 hours a tay, seven aysa : powerline ot givin , al 
7 week, eS I made a few good contacts _ and there it was all r o will por A ns me it means real sions, Human socieh, is headieg | in a sui- 

s not sorry _ a cidal direction. au ae ago I went out fo 

is rounded in. shape, he cit 
figured. off what is: sq 
_how you could build a sh 

/ Kypale iy was soften comm 

pene Thus, he maritime work 
' mothballed. So. Russian mariti 



an ew abouttheS Spa 
_ the social revolution w yan to erup 

_ out of it; especially as revolutionary union- 
__ ists played such a significant 

books, Lay come > out ecentl 

/ tance. Read i in Ganaen m, 
~ sonably well-informed v. 
ay ee when civil’ Ww 

and Seeal oon came 610 piri 

_ Murray Bookchin is the author of two 

ie or Extinction? 
continued from page 9 

7 pleted before i it had to set sail. bos I was _ 

the Ocean Phoenix I issued a o 
yea os 

500: copies to Dutch Harbor withhim. __ 
_ The Eurocentric. mind tends to isolate | 

problems. Rather than see ‘the whole. a 
lem they divide. it up into. competing “ 

~ sues.’ 

estruc- _ 

understand i is ae it is. | our oF 

| cannot be reformed, Tt must be. riven en from : 

the body of humanity, every aspect of it, 
_ every thought pattern that justifies: it, must 

_ be ground i into dust so that it can never again — 
: Andthen . raise its evil head upon our world. 

_ we can rebuild our world based upon. the 
well being of all. And we must come to 

_ realize that our struggle of ‘today i is not just 

about better conditions or a more humane . 

_ economic: soe it is also about: the sur- 
vival of all of us. 

: - | —Anhury Miler 

Cc > ie nye es ( 

il _ Hegel ae out, 

. Followers: 
coe ina soci 

ae essays which have been bound to- 

| ee by o our fellow. workers at AK Pes 

on one person... : 
cause of his virtue. and his philosophy, not | 

__ virtue and his philosophy because of him.’ 
[End Hegel] The followers of Jesus on the 

not willing to sail that death ship to Siberia otherhand, were submissive acolytes: [Hegel 
Iwas laid off. Back when Iwas working on _ again) ‘Lacking any great store of spiritual _ jus 

energy of their own, they had found thee lin 

Pass of ae conviction about the teaching e . 

oe ee is: S to. assume. ae the _ 

_ interests of workers and capitalists, merely pt 

_ = a are ey aneompanble | 

’ When looking. the dangers that he | 
“manity faces. some point to environ ane len 

abuses as the danger that may destroy US, — 

__ others point to the weapons of mas: 
tion, still other pointto the way we treateach oe 

other. ‘What the. Eurocentric minds fails to : a De 

ee the worker over in the i imag of * “obe- . 

eee ee th we 

: of the Word 
: eople. and the 

way they treat Mother Earth, The a [ 

there are over 70 tl : 
_ edition, including contributions by some of ers, nor 
our: overseas ; Wobblies, from such f 

_ places as Australia, Canada and Ireland. For 

the first time there; are songs from the Span- _ 

‘ish Confederacion Nacional del Trabajoas_ ¢ 

__wellasa Mexican revolutionary: song. ae | & ( 
are Spanish | translations of Solidarity For- 1 
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epublic 's liberals would probably have 

- that the capitalist democracies were going 

to. let them | twist in the wind in order to. 

- Hitler and Mussolini. On the other hand, the © 
a a tarists lunder Franco would probably Hol 

_ finishes Spon At War. -. 

vel As Esenwein and Shubert Bont ‘out, . 

ei | unig the first three decades of the 20th 
d Century, Spain had been sharply: divided 
. _ between forces. trying to push it out of feu- 

_ dalism on toa higher and. freer plane | and 

center _ those 
$ in _intoa vortex of obscurantist traditions. AS 

__ workers broke through to the: forefront i In 

th struggle f for progress. The workers orga- 

nized in the Confederacion. cional del 
ood to foc wholly a1 and: cisely / if 

They loved Socrates be- - 

2 edna r ee ih this Secnde-tond o railiCanis oft the Party. of Mamet Unification | 

2 account makes it easier to see how the | 

_ va various. a forces involved in be / _emerging, ribrant socialist ‘revolutionary 

i of 1934 is both i ibe and instructive: 

him. I gave 500. “My Ch neaiG fren oo ar," 

- ayes or ‘to disdain Alences whether to strike : : 

_ or hold off, how to treat national/et nic 

of | _oppres sion, liberal and/or religious tenden- 
_cies—in short all the questions whichtendto 
arise. durin gthe fast-breaking : events which _ 

thems. .es on workers during: revolu-. 

dom from wage slavery. . oo | = Mike B Ballard 334260 

ions that wore deleted io thes same reason, i which S| : 
: - your reviewer. finds unfortunate. I feel they. 

_ could have bei 

a For those. cn you Fellow 

has he | conve-  andK 

| nience of fittin g comfortably i in your vest . 

pocket as well as your ce pro- 
vided they are deep: enough. - 

Because of the new, “expanded format _ differen 
tems appearing in this theless d ifficulty. 

-flung 

a8 unbridled enthusiasm! 

atly, if they had known 

sly appease the capitalist dictatorships under 

0 were attempting to drag it back _ : 

these elements clashed, -class- -conscious 

(POUM) were all on the cutting edge of 

do impulse in Spain. Reading about the Asturian - 

ee and their general. strike _ 

| tionar Promos They Te all here, fellow 

- a know. ‘ dge a d to ee as ‘we | - 

_make our way along the path towards. free- . 

y : cluded with a footnote 
s that these songs ce written | within, the |. 

it lis ened to many. old timers who were not 
musica Ja handle his Sones with no. 

Mowe: these. ‘minor. oniciens are | 

prea y compensated for by the wealth of o | 
ie material that this 36th edition 
be affords ‘us, and I can recommend this new | _ 

__ edition of the Little Red 5 eo oe Je 

Le Carlos Corte 
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by. Mark Wyman, U of CA Press, 331 pp., 
. ee $13. Noone account of Western : ory of / 

Blue-Collar Aristocrats, Life-Styles 

at a Working-Class Tavern by E.E. 

LeMasters, U of WI Press, 218 pp., pub’ dat 
_ $25, now $15, hardcover. On-the-spot s SO- t 
-ciological reportage of lives and mores. 

RAW, High Culture for ‘Lowhrows “Agai 
ed. by Art Spiegelman. & Francoise. Mouly, 
Penguin, 267 pp. , $10. A colorful ee 
of twisted comix by leading 

X, Pictures by Sue Co 

Their Own LifeStoriese te 

and Sealander; Ivan R. De 

. . hard 

Judith Moore, New Press, 20 pp. ole $5, | 
: hardcover. Political art for the unsqueamish 

: chronicling the life and times of Malcolm X. 7 = 
_ Emma Goldman in Exile, From the 

Russian Revolution to the Spanish Civil 

War by Alice Wexler, Beacon Press, 301 

_pp., pub’d at $24.95, now $14, hardcover. 
Year One of the Russian Revolution 

by Victor Serge, Bookmarks, 456 pp. pub’ d 
— at $24.75, now $12, paper. A blow-by- blow | 
account of the first year of the Russian: 
Revolution by an anarchist who went there. 

“Yours for the Revolution,” The 
Appeal to Reason, 1895-1922 ed. John _ 

| As Seen on: No TV. Chris Chandler 
_ now $10, paper. Anthology of articles and _ ican Poon, — 

Graham, U of NE Press, pub’d at $19.95, 

: Good News. Sweet foniey i the Rock 

AIL Used Up. ‘Utah Phillips oo. 

Don't: Mourn, Organize! Songs of 
Joe: Hill by various artists _ 

Rebel Voices. Songs of the Iww sung _ 
_ by TU 630 Wobs 

1 Hae Seen Freedom. Si Kahn 

We Have Fed You All for 1, 000 

Years. Utah Phillips - Wobbly songs. 

graphics oo the ‘pre-eminent Socialist _ 

orga-__ 
Hibation which radically: chan ged the condi- 

tions of African-American laborers. 

_ Plain Folk i in the New South: Social / 

Change and Cultural Persistence, 18380- . 

—1915byLA. Newby, LSU Press, 588 pages, 
hard, published at $35, now $10. An in- 
triguing cultural history of poor white share- 

T-SHIRTS _ 
-Sabo-Cat, Wobbly 

Globe, General Strike $12 each, 
_| 100% cotton. State size (S, M, L, XL) a : 

color (red or white) San Francisco 
Branch, PO Box 40485, SF CA 94140, 

Film Workers (worker stepping over 
Hollywood sign), One Big niol 

| Organizing Committee e IU 63% . A 
Angeles GMB, 1748 Clinton. St, LA CA 
90026. Ask for list of books about the | 
IWW. 213-353-9885, 

WW Globe Black g ed M,Lo or XL, 

_ Bannock, Denver co. 80204 20 ,—C~*“‘(‘CQW 

| Sab-Cat $8. Lehigh Valley | Branch; 
PO Box yo Seen PA 18018. 

only) $8. The Hand That | 
_| Rulethe World—One Big __ 
/ Union Grey pocket-t, IWW-or pocket 

| workers with fist on back. $15. An — 
Injury To One Is An Injury To | 
All Navy pocket-t, SLC branch seal on 2 

Hee ee soe fe | Toronto Branch, clo J. Dyn, 4 — 
"Andrews Ave., Toronto: ONT MéJ 182° 

_ British Isles — a selection of IWW 
- literature i is available from. Ee Lee, 

White t with picture by FW 

Employing Class R 
t-shirt $10. Please add $5 for postage/ 
handling. Salt Lake IWW, PO Box —_/ 
520514, Salt Lake City, UT 841 52-0514 

| WW “Wings” 3” wide bullion pin, 
IWW Globe surrounded by sabots. $10. 
POB 8882, Baltimore MD 21224-0882. _ 

eft. Anne’ Beckey 

All Cassettes: $10 each — 

W N Branches 
Workers Guide t to Direct 
Action. Workers Guide to. 

Organizing $2.95 each. Lehigh 
_ Branch. Ask for ey | 

Black | Iww Oe . ee be £5. 
plus peel and packing from oe IWW. 

The General Strike. — 2 . 

3 
: 

2 
S 

: 
: 
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. Progress Without People: In De- 

_ Ralph Chaplin’s musical v: 
_ IWW Preamble has the : 
___ brain and muscle not a single wheel can. 
tum.” He Jas that a in me 1933 it should be told. Hardcover: $20 

essay. $2 

Fellow Worker: The Life of Fred 

Autobiographica : teflections fe 
philosphy from a veteran Wobbly who 

bridged the gerierations. ae 

Hard-Pressed i in tl 

Seaphion Lynd. 
Revised and updated for the 1990s. A 

return Ato: Iww Tiers Dept. 
_) oo . : vee MI _ 

103 West Michigan. ‘Ave. 

fense of Luddism. by David F. Noble. 
_ Technology isa political question, and too 

_ often workers are excluded from the deci- 
_ sions. A detailed analysis of technology’ s 

effects and, working-class responses. $15 

The Ameri oo Labor ‘Movement: A 

UA veteran IWW organizer traces the his- 
Hee and offers his vi- 

__ rior cartoonists of our time.” $12. 

Working the Waterfront. — . 
___ Wobbly longshoreman Gilbert Mers tells 

_of 42 years on the Texas waterfront as a 
_ rank-and-file radical. Workers’ es as 

Strike! by Jeremy. Brecher. 
A history of U.S. workers’ struggle from 

_workers’ point of view. Argues class up- 
surges are based in co live and 

_ rank & file initiative. $15 

Power! by MacShane, Plaut & Ward. - 
Black workers and their struggle to im- 

_ prove everyday life and transform the 
_ system in South Africa. $8 | 

Juice is Stranger than Friction. 
by T-Bone Slim. : 

Ss Cortez. 

War At Home: ‘Covert Action Against 
U.S. Activists & What We Can Do About 
It. by Brian Glick $5 

The Cointelpro Papers: Document 
from the FBI's Secret Wars Against 

; Dissenti in the U.S. by Ward Churchill 
& a Vander Wall. ‘$15 

“Siler : nt t Asitators. 
10 deene to a sheet. 50 cents a sheet ee 

_ mum order 4 sheets. Wet and stick. 

We Buttons 
"Fire Your Boss! $1 each 

ee ae Action — 

‘total of above _ 

oe a 

TOTAL ORDER: $_ 



bosses Nov. 27th in an re to eee their 
jobs. 

The workers were angry at IMP’s deci. 
sion to remove the plant ip) 
the high- -unemployment area. Official 1 Te- 

. gional oe Lae 20 dae! with 

mated in recent years. The IMP plant has 
_ employed as many as 75. people i in the past. 

IMP purchased the plant fromthe gov- 
ith a $5 million |— St ri ernment two years ago 

poo setae) loa 

cial nanciag in thie years before it wer 

‘into receivership i in 1991. 
_ Workers insist that IMP never seri- 

y 
could expecta “gift Shee $1 100, 000 foi 
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12'b¢ ¢ an hour 

one level of eee or another. But di 

ously tried to attract work for the facility . 

after two government projects fell through. 
Sorather than see thier | jobs head south, , they 
settled into the company offic Z answering 

on the IMP facsimile machine. 
* “We intend to stay here as long « as it 
takes until we get some answers as to why. 

__ this machinery has to leave here,” the work- 
ers’ spokesman said. “It was put here with 

_ government money to employ Cape Breton 

people and technology, and as far as we are 
_ concerned it was a viable industry.” 

IMPinitially refused tomeet with work- 
ers until they abandoned the occupation. 
However, they quickly backed down and 

negotiated an agreement to put the plant- 
closing on hold on the second day of the - 
occupation. Workers have been given until 

Jan. 31 to put together a ve aimed at savin 1g : 

_ the eee - 

ken picketing at 

although picket i 

smaller regional di: 
ever, the unions are 

on attempts to pers 

draw their ads. _ 

Knight-Ridder reports that the papers: 
“have already lost more than $70 million 

from the strike, and expect to lose. another 

$40 million in the next few months. Last _ 
year, the papers made profits of $55 million. 
Butthe publish I ‘shave shownnointerestin _ 
settling the strike, and have announced that 

_ even if the unions abandon the strike they 

will not take most of the strikers back. 

Two workers have sued the publishers 
for injuries suffered on the picket line when 
they’ were run-down by a scab: driver outside 

a distril thwest De- _ 

advertisers to with- : 

_ the last week. of November, 

broke up two meetings organised by the 
independent union SBSI, the Indonesian — 

__ That’s what U. S. Hands off the Haitian 

People (PO Box 37 1702, Miami FL 33137) 

reports that many Haitian textile workers _ 
are being paid under the benevolent protec- 

tion of the U.S. Marines and USAID. While 
: Haiti’ S minimum. wage is $2.40a day, most 

assembly plant: 
systems which resultin many workers being 

its pay far less under piece rate 

paidas little as$1a day. Among the compa- 

_ nies ees from these starvation A eee 

flo ae ‘the 
ded better 

subcontractor ae KMart and Disney): work 
8 to 10 hours a day, six days a week ina 

_ poorly ventilated factory, breathing in cot- 
ton dust. When production falls behind, 
workers are required to work Sundays (at 

‘straight-time) as well. Their boss says he 

tries to avoid this, as it interferes with his 

relaxing at the. beach, but workers report — 

going seven weeks: without a day off. 

onists | Arrested 

labour rights in Medan, North Sumatra. In 

Prosperous Workers’ Union, on the grounds 
that the meetings did not have proper autho- 

rization (police: require unions to apply for 

permission to hold Teens) and could 
“disturb. public order.” 

The arrests are clearly intended to serve 

as a warning ane nee future 1 meet- 

Vito Sciuto a ings 

Breton, preventing an merican company 
from removing equipment. Eventually the 

workers, with assistance from th 

Scotia government, succeeded in re 

the rope plant. In 1993, workers at a Port 
Hawkesbury facility that manufactured gas 

tanks occupied their workplace until they 

were given enhanced severance packages. 

Atlantic Canada has a ng of public 

The Medicine Men . 
.. Medicine Man Roosevel created for 

the blogs a machine built for the ex-_ 
press purpose of dampening the rising Te-_ 

_ volt of the worker, and canalizing that revolt 
into safe and harmless channels... Knowing 
that pure solutions ari 
dilutes can be handled with safety, Roosevelt 

insisted on the dilution of unionism and the 

- dilution of the organizations formed in the 
name of unionism. The “check-off, ’ other- 

wise known as union con- 
scription, became as es- __ 

sentialapartofhispolicy 
as was the tolerance of 
mild blow-ups (such as __ 
the sit- downs) i in order to . 

obviate more serious explosions. 
_ The “labor leaders” he rescued from 

anonymity, the lawyers to administer Tabor. 

_ laws whom he rescued from the breadlines; 

they: became a new social caste, the replica 
in modern times of the acolytes and lackeys 

_of the witch- doctors and medicine men of 
the ancient savage times. These acolytes... 
stand between the worker and his master, 
owing allegiance to neither and loyal to no 
power other than their own preservation. — 

During the war, at the bidding of their 

unionism under the guise. of * ‘patriotism.” 

_ Now, fearful of their waning oe in 

a period of recession, 
_employer in peace the same traitorous ser- _ 
vices... The “unions”’ will give. aNo-Strike 

e explosive but that~ 

_ —or even the cone n- 
Witch Doctor in Chief, they pledged them- _ Tt 
selves to act as traitors and quislings in the. 

ranks of labor, hiding their treachery to. 

pital after he was run ndown. ‘His elbow was : oned 
damaged . sO severely that doctors used 14__ the S. 
pieces of hardware to piece it back together. 
Sciuto, meanwhile, suffers from a damaged 
brain and ‘Arequent seizures. . 

pledge. The “unions” willenforce the pledge. 

The “unions” will snitch on any worker so _ 
wild and undisciplined that he will not be 
bound by another’s pledge... 

But who are the ‘ ‘unions. ” Are they 

democratic bodies i in n whieh ee have _ 

‘activities it in his region have: be 

_because they could disturb order. 

-Muchtar Pakpahan had been impris- 
oned i in: 1994 after police cracked 

protests, he was released: pending an appeal 

of his conviction, and was s ultimately ac- 

_. they: offer to the | 

healthy bacteria in their bodies have been 
_ the Sey Sincere union. men wane a 

Amalgamated bi 

Workers and / 

bok the be ; | 

/ representatives of “democracy” in their re- 

_ spective federations) it is far more ¢ 
_ to getrid of a Hillm 
was to get rid of a Czar! 

No Senator, no Corporation Director, 

difficult ; 

an Or a Dul ’ ofsky than i at 

no King, no Pope, no Dictator, no President 
_is half as hard to dislodge from his position 
_of power as is the head of one of the job _ for 
_trusts of the AFL or the head of one of the ie 
political rackets of the CIO. 

_ The modern union is NOT the property a 
of its dues-paying 

_the private property of a / | 

_ clique, a ae that cannot be removed | 
from office except by the substitution of a | io 
similar: clique.... 

But the ae men | have also made a. 

s in Med in. After. international / 

‘quitted of all charges. More recently, how- 

ever, he has been named by Indonesian 

Armed Forces (ABRI) Chief of General 

_ Affairs Lieutenant General Soeyono, as one 
_ of three individuals behind the alleged re- 

ecurity forces _ emergence. of communism — banned under 

the New Order Government — in the ies of 
“shapeless organisations.” 

_Amnesty International urges people to 

_ write calling for an end to arbitrary deten- 

_ tion and intimidation of union activists, and 
_ urging the Indonesian Government to en- 

sure that those peacefully expressing their 
right to freedom of association do so free 
from intimidation and the threat of i eg 

Sectcuiy « Cerca, National: Coninicsion 

a On ee Rights, aol Dr. Baharuddin 

Hak Azasi Manusia (KOMNAS HAM), I, 

_Pemuda No. 104, Arawamangun, Jakarta 

‘Timur, Indonesia and to local embassies. 

ism — the IWW. Just as the hypocritical 
friendship of Medicine Man Roosevelt was 

_ the kiss of death to the genuine labor union 

movement, so also the open and blatant 

friendship. of the secondary witch doctors 

with the employers will 58 anew ee of 

life to Unionism | 

¢ antics of these witch doco may 
illus with disgust. But they also fill us with 
hope. They will act as a purge, the diuretic 

of which their oe have ve been 

in need. 

Industrial Worker, Dec. 29, 1945 
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