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By Staughton Lynd
On May 1, 1886, the first general strike

in U.S. history brought workers into the
streets on behalf of one simple demand:
an eight-hour working day. Their anthem
was: :

“We want to feel the sunshine;

We want to smell the flowers;

We’re sure (that) God has willed it

And we mean to have eight hours.

We’re summoning our forces from
Shipyard, shop and mill;

Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest,
Eight hours for what we s:: &

As is the case in the movement of low-
wage workers today, the movement for
eight hours was characterized by skilled
and less-skilled workers, and workers in
different trades, making common cause.

On May 3, 1886, union members at the
McCormick Reaper Works in Chicago, who
had been locked out, confronted strike-
breakers as they left the plant. A firefight
broke out involving the police, and strikers
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were killed. In response a protest rally was
called at a downtown open area called The
Haymarket. The rally was peaceful, but as
the meeting was coming to an end some-
one threw a bomb and seven policemen
died. After a dramatic trial and unsuc-
cessful appeals, four so-called “anarchists”
were hanged.

This story became familiar to working-
class movements all over the world. May 1
became international May Day. In Mexico
City, it has been a tradition that every
May Day translated excerpts from the
last words of two of the executed men,
Albert Parsons and August Spies, are read
aloud to huge crowds in the central public
square, or zocalo.

An excellent recent book by James
Green, entitled “Death in the Haymarket,”
tells the story in more detail. Perhaps you,
like myself, will be most moved by the fact
that Parsons escaped the police dragnet,
made his way to Wisconsin, changed his
appearance, and then...came back to Chi-
cago, walking into the courtroom so as to
share the fate of his comrades.

By the Denver IWW

Penny Lynne-Diane Pixler was born
July 9, 1947 to Ivan and Doris (Gardner)
Pixler in Spencer, Iowa. She graduated
from the University of Iowa with a degree

B in Psychology in 1969. She also attended

George Washington University’s graduate
school. Whether she brought her political

‘activism to Washington, D.C. with her or

honed it there in the capitol, she actively
participated in the anti-Vietnam War
movement. After living in Berkeley, Calif.
for a time, she moved to Chicago where she
continued her activist activities. As a mem-
ber of the Chicago Women’s Liberation

Union (CWLU), she traveled with one of

the first American tourist groups allowed
in to China after former President Richard
Nixon’s opening of relations in 1972.
When the CWLU disbanded in 1977,
Penny turned her activism for human
rights to the Industrial Workers of the

Il World (IWW). She served for one year

(1987) as the General-Secretary Treasurer
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Another General Strike?

There is a live possibility
that within the year 2014 there
will be another general strike
in the United States.

It would not be a strike of
the entire working-class. But
it would be a strike, in many
parts of the country, by prison-
ers, among them prisoners in
“supermax” (highest security)
prisons serving indefinite sen-
tences in solitary confinement.

A statement circulated last
fall by prisoners at the Pelican
Bay supermax in California
declared that they were “mem-
bers of the working-class poor,
warehoused in prisons.” A dra-
matic exampleof the spreading
insurgency is the hunger strike
and court victory of Hispanic
workers detained for deporta-
tion at the federal facility in
Tacoma, Wash.
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the remainder Om her life, taking satisfac-
tion in their solidarity and organizing
successes. Uncompromising and steadfast
in these ideals, she supported all union
groups in their efforts to organize and
prevail.

Penny earned a second degree in
Physics and Education from Northeastern

University and began teaching high school

physics and mathematics in the Chicago
Public School system. She actively par-
ticipated in the Chicago Teachers Union
and stood with them long after she retired.

Penny was an environmentalist from
before she knew the word. She worked to
restore the Cook County Forest Preserve
prairie outside Chicago to its natural state
before the white settlers came, often up to
her hips in mud, setting wetland plants.
She learned to distinguish frog calls in
order to monitor parks in Chicago to
check for re-habitation of cricket frogs in
the ponds.

She hoped to become involved in
similar pursuits after her move to Denver
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_.===< _._x_m_. Loving Sister, Daughter, Aunt, Friend And Fellow Worker

in the fall of 2013, but her metastasized
breast cancer stopped responding to treat-
ment and Penny lost her fight on March

- 29, 2014.

Penny’s sister, Janis, recalls an exam-
ple of the depth of her solidarity: “We were
driving her cross-country in September
2013 to move from Chicago to Denver. It
was hot and we stopped at a rest stop in
Nebraska. The bottled water picture on
the vending machine was Aquafina, but
what was dispensed was a generic bottle
from Walmart. Despite the money already
spent, Penny tossed her bottle, took a sip
from the drinking fountain, and said that
was enough for her!”

Penny was preceded in death by her
parents, and is survived by her sisters
Barbara (Richard) Gielow and Janis (Tom)
Lindsey, her brother Ivan (Patti) Pixler,
as well as five nieces and nephews, four
grand-nephews, and numerous friends
and fellow workers.

Condolences or support can be sent to
elevationgooo@q.com.

Coliege Football Players Are Workers Too!

By Neil Parthun :

“This will give a 83:@ different
meaning to wildcat strikes.” - Sean Swain,
in a letter to me

Months after the Bowl Championship
Series National Champion was crowned
in college football and as we prepare for
the end of March Madness in Division I
college basketball, players won a E&o_.
victory off the court.

In late March, the Chicago regional
chapter of the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) ruled that Northwestern
University football players have the right
to form a union if they desire and that the
Wildcats team members should legally be
considered employees.

The ruling from the NLRB stated
that “...players receiving scholarships to
perform football-related services for the
Employer under a contract for hire in
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return for compensation are subject to
the Employer’s conirol and are therefore
employees.” It agreed with the argument
that mowoﬂmﬁ.gcm are payment for services
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